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Our 72 Annual
Reunion was a very
successful and one
Allen Norris
to be remembered.
(704) 483-8778
The support of the
4-Seven@att.net
Division leadership
was outstanding. The on-post activities were well attended and received good
reviews. I am always impressed by the young Soldiers in the 1st Cavalry Division.
I believe that they are well led, that they are dedicated to their jobs, and will exceed
expectations no matter what mission they are given.
The Association staff are now focused on completing the planning for this year’s
Veterans Day activities in Washington (November 11, 2019), and next year’s 73rd
Reunion in Louisville, KY (June 10 - 14, 2020). You should make your hotel
reservations soon for either. The Crowne Plaza Washington (703-419-1600) for
Veterans Day and the Crowne Plaza Louisville Airport (888-233-9527) for the
reunion. I expect there will be a very good turnout for our reunion in Louisville
considering that the location is within driving distance for so many of our members.
The schedule and registration forms will be mailed along with the 2020 calendar
later this year, posted online, and published in the Saber. You will be able to
register online or by snail mail.
As I write this it’s the Independence Day weekend. I was curious about the
human cost of the war for those who were on the side of the colonists. According
to the VA there were 4,435 killed and 6,188 with non mortal wounds – there are
other sources with numbers that are twice as high. The estimate of those who
were in the continental army was 217,000 out of a population in the colonies of
approximately 2.5 million. This got me thinking about the 1% of the population
who serve now and the 7% who have never served out of a current population of
approx. 329 million.
This weekend was also my family’s 54th reunion (my father’s side). My father
and three of his four brothers were in WWII. They along with their two sisters
had 18 children including 12 boys. Of those 12, my brother (Navy) and I are the
only ones who were in the military, even though two of my male cousins graduated
from the Citadel. To be fair, three are older than me and were married during the
Vietnam war and the others were too young at that time. Also, I should point out
that both of my sisters’ husbands served in VN – one as 11B in the Cav and the
other as a slick pilot. And, Cathy’s father and one uncle served in WWII; also, she
had a brother who was in VN and a younger brother who served in the Air Force.
My point? Without the draft or threat of the draft we depend on volunteers.
Statistics don’t defend us. We should always be thankful for those who do.
I saw a license plate last week - PHU BARR. Maybe the NC vanity plate censor
was never in the Army.
Remember to support your local chapter. Take care, be safe, and, as always,
thank you for your service.
Check it out: www.1CDA.org
Allen (TrailSpike 47)

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

nd

The ladies and I would like to
thank everyone who attended the
Dara C. Wydler
72nd Reunion. The months leading
302 N. Main St.
up to a reunion can become quite
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-1703
stressful. While our goal is to
(254) 547-6537
ensure you have a great time, we
FirstCav@1CDA.org
cannot please everyone.
We have already started working on next year’s reunion in Kentucky (10-14 June
2020) and look forward to seeing everyone again. You can begin booking your
rooms at the Crowne Plaza Louisville Airport Expo Center. Either call 1-888233-9527 OR use the online link provided by the hotel <htpps://book.passkey.
com/e/49951844>
There will be some changes to the next reunion schedule. I’ve moved the meetings around so all members can participate in the tours we will be offering. We

THE DIRECTOR’S CHAIR
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HORSE DETACHMENT by CPT Jenny Nocella

We rolled into summer hard charging with the completion of Cavalry Week,
welcoming a new First Sergeant into the ranks at the end of June and supporting
the 1st Cavalry Division with multiple events and appearances, and having the
1CDA Alumni come visit during their annual reunion. During all of these events
we bid a fond farewell to our faithful mount Jethro who passed away after over
two decades of faithful service, we will be planning a Silent Drill & Ceremony for
him in the coming months. As always without our hard-working Troopers, this
unit could not accomplish everything that we do and the HCD Troopers continue
to set the standard of what a U.S. Army Mounted Trooper should be, and their
professionalism and class are unmatched.
The detachment has welcomed a few new mounts to our ranks in recent months:
Cooper, Marshall, Charlie, Romeo, & Diablo have begun the green phase of
training here with us. The Troopers are working diligently to teach them their
warrior tasks and drills, weapons routes, demonstration requirements, and as
always how to be the best Cavalry Mount one can be! A day will not go by that
we will not look to your guide-on’s on the wall and think of all the amazing rides.
Rest well Thunder may you find rest and cool water on Fiddler’s Green. Buddy,
may you find a good shade tree, a place to steal peoples lunches, cool water, and
rest as well.
July has seen the HCD participate in the many changes of command and changes
of responsibility on Cooper Field. On the 4th of July we will be in the 100th Anniversary 4th of July Parade in Belton, Tx, followed by a color guard for the Belton
PRCA Rodeo on the 5th of July. We are excited to be welcomed back to the Spring
Ho Parade in Lampasas, Texas on the 13th of July and look forward to seeing all
our supporters along the parade route.
August will be a busy month of preparations; our riders will be taking their B
group riding exams to obtain the next higher riding rank and we will simultaneously
be working toward improving our team for the National Cavalry Competition that
is on the horizon. We will also support a Brigade Change of Command and a few
Retreat Ceremonies on Cooper Field during the month of August and the Troopers
are excited to take out their Green Mounts to see how much they have learned.
We hope to see you out at one or several of
these events and please let us know if you read
about it in The Saber, saw it on our official
HCD Facebook page or just happened to be in
the right place at the right time! As always, we
conduct public demonstrations at the detachment
on Thursdays at 1000hrs this is the time we use
to train new mounts and Troopers and invite
the public to come out and enjoy the show.
Feel free to call ahead and reserve some seats
at (254) 287-2229. You can also find us on
Facebook (1st Cavalry Division Horse Cavalry
Detachment) where we post pictures from the
barn and let you know about upcoming events
and ceremonies.
Pictured left: Jethro, our faithful mount who
passed away after over two decades of faithful service to the Detachment with
SGT McDade who was his daily caretaker.

DIVISION DOINGS
Cav Week Bridges Past and Present Story by MSG Jacob Caldwell,
1st Cav Div Public Affairs, Photo by SSG Jennifer Bunn, 2ABCT, 1st Cav Div
Public Affairs
When Soldiers salute their superiors and sound off with a “First Team!”, the
reply is always “Live the Legend!” and Soldiers from the 1st Cavalry Division
had the opportunity to spend some quality time with cavalry Veterans who were
instrumental in building that legend during Cav Week 2019 festivities held June
4-9 here at the Great Place.
Cav Week coincided with the 1st Cav Div Association’s 72 Annual Reunion,
which was held this year at Fort
Hood and Killeen with the goal of
bridging the gap between past and
present Troopers of the division.
The week consisted of numerous
activities both on and off post.
Highlights at the division level were
a golf tournament, a day-long open
house, a ribbon cutting ceremony
and tour of the newly renovation
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Don’t Keep it a SECRET, Let us Know About It.

ADDRESS
CHANGE

To submit by e-mail, send to memberships@1CDA.org
Clip and Mail to 1st Cavalry Division Association
302 N. Main St. Copperas Cove, TX 76522-1703
Last 4 #’s of your SSN___________
Tel: (______) _____________________
Rank and Name:_______________________________________________
New Address: _________________________________________________
City: _______________________ State: _______ Zip: ________________

The newspaper of the 1st Cavalry Division Association
published during each even numbered month at
302 N. Main St., Copperas Cove, TX 76522-1703
Phone: (254) 547-6537 / 547-7019
Email: firstcav@1CDA.org
Website: http://www.1CDA.org
www.facebook.com/AlumnioftheFirstTeam
Dara C. Wydler: Executive Director
Tina Wilgeroth: Program Director / Editor / Graphics
Karleen Maloney: Memberships / Scholarships / Chapter Director

ARTICLE SUBMISSION

E-Mail:_______________________________________________________

SNOWBIRDS

If you have two addresses during the year, we need to know them. Please give us the
dates and addresses for both households.
(Circle one) Winter Summer
Rank and Name: __________________________________________________
LAST 4#s SSN:_______________________ DOB _______________________
1: Address: _____________________________________________________
City: ___________________________State: _____ Zip: __________________
Dates: __________________________Tel: (_______) _____________________
2: Address: _______________________________________________________
City: ___________________________ State: _____ Zip: ________________
Dates: __________________________Tel: (_______) _____________________

1CDA EVENT CALENDAR
Nov 9-12, 2019
11th Annual Veterans Day in Washington D.C.
Feb 21-23, 2020
Board of Governors Meeting, Killeen, TX
June 10-14, 2020 73rd Annual 1CDA Reunion, Louisville, KY
Sept 2021
74th Annual 1CDA Reunion, Killeen TX
(In Sept to honor Division's 100th Birthday, Exact Dates TBA)

SABER RENEWAL / DONATION FORM
Renew my Saber $_________ for _______ year(s) @ $10 per year (6 issues).
Fill out and return the form below or attach your Saber label so we have
your pertinent information.
D-Trooper Fund $___________
In Memory of: _______________________________________________
Association General Fund Donation $______________
In Memory of: _______________________________________________

Your "In Memory of" acknowledgements will appear in the
HONOR ROLL section of the Saber
D-Trooper Program consists of a donation of $25 or more. This donation will
give you one year of Saber with the remainder going into the D-Trooper Fund.
The D-Trooper Fund is one of the more positive means by which you can actively
participate in furthering the programs of the Association and again show your pride
as a CAV Trooper–a LifeTime Member of the First Team! If you choose to participate
in the D-Trooper Fund, your name will be published in the Honor Roll section of the
Saber newspaper and we will send you a certificate suitable for framing, for your
first donation only.
LAST 4 NUMBERS OF SSN ____________ DOB ______________________
Rank _______________Name_________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________ State __________
Zip _____________________
Phone (________) ______________________
E-mail ___________________________________________________________
CREDIT CARD #______________________________________________
EXP DATE:__________ CVV: ___________
TOTAL AMOUNT $___________________
SIGNATURE ________________________________________________
You can also renew online at www.1CDA.org
Log in>>> Saber Newspaper >>> Saber Subscriptions/Renewals

Did you realize that a donation to the Foundation
helps a student achieve their educational goals
and is an investment in the future of America?
Consider donating today.
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Original, clear copies, typed or printed are accepted via
e-mail at Programs@1CDA.org.
Articles should be received at National Headquarters no later than the 1st of
every odd month. Any article received after the 1st of the month will be put in
on a space available basis.
Opinions expressed are the writers and not necessarily those of the Saber or
the 1st Cavalry Division Association.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To be considered for publication, letters should not exceed 300 words and should
be of general interest and in good taste. Letters express the writer’s opinion, not
that of the Saber or the 1st Cavalry Division Association.
Political endorsement and poetry cannot be used. Form letters or third-party
letters are not acceptable. Letters which contain libelous or obviously untrue
statements will be automatically rejected.
All letters must be signed with addresses and telephone numbers included.
Names will be used with the letters but addresses and phone numbers may be
omitted. Letters also may be edited for length or clarification.
We reserve the right to reject for publication any letter received. Unused letters
will not be acknowledged.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

Dear First Cavalry Division,
I am sincerely honored to r eceivethis
scholarship because my Grandpa served
in the Vietnam War. His service to his
country helped me with college and my
future. This scholarship will help me
with my books and my classes. I’d like
to thank my Grandpa and all the heroes
of the 1st Cavalry Division Association
for allowing me to have this scholarship.
I am going to college to get my degree in business, thenpursuing a career
inHuman Resources. I am currently a
freshman at D
 es Moines Area Community
College andplan to graduate in 2020.
After graduation, I will attendIowa State
University. This scholarship has allowed me to be one step closer to my goal. I
hope one day I will be able to help other students achieve their goalsjust as you
have helped me.
Sincerely, Neil Fajen

1 s t C A VA L R Y D I V I S I O N
A S S O C IAT I O N

H I Clifford
S T OBoxley
RIAN
crboxley@hotmail.com

1 Cavalry Division Memorial Highway
st

The highway is located in southern Colorado. Colorado state Highway 10,
between LaJunta and Walsenburg, Colorado. The highway is 75 miles long and
is the first highway in the country to honor the Veterans and active duty Soldiers
of the Division. The photo was taken during the dedication of the highway in
2006. Pictured below are members of the southeastern Colorado Chapter of the
1st Cavalry Division Association.
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CHAPTER NEWS

UPDATES

We invite all of our Chapter Presidents, Vice Presidents or POC’s to
contribute any photos, news, or updates about your Chapter, to be posted
here in the Saber.
We would love to hear updates from all of our Chapters spread across
the United States. We encourage you to use this platform to share your
bulletins.
Submission deadline to appear in the next Saber is Monday, 2
September 2019. Please send to Karleen at Memberships@1CDA.
org or mail to 302 N. Main St. Copperas Cove, TX 76522, Attn: Karleen.

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

Anyone in the Albuquerque, New Mexico area looking to start up a Chapter?
Please contact Jim Jordan at 505-508-5454.

AMARILLO, TEXAS

Anyone in the Amarillo, Texas area looking to start up a Chapter? Please contact
Ryan Hodge at 806-433-4467 or <Ryan@Hodgemgmt.com>.

CONNECTICUT CHAPTER

Photo is of our summer meeting at the marina. Chapter meets quarterly at
various locations. For information contact Keith Moyer at: <kpmoyerco@
hotmail.com>. 860-537-1716

CROSSED SABERS CHAPTER
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NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY CHAPTER

On about July 1,
the New York-New
Jersey Chapter will
be on Instagram with
over 150+ photos and
more being added. It’s
a good way for chapter
members to see photos
of our rich history
and chapter members
past and present, remembering trips and
places we have been
and some of the guest
speakers who had visited us. We welcome
Bob Arbasetti and Tom Lee
non-chapter member
to visit our site and
enjoy. The site address is “nynjcavalry”. Most of the photos have been taking
by Tom Lee. The Chapter is very lucky to have Tom, not only is he our Master
Photographer but also chapter archivist and Historian. Plans for the fall meeting
are in progress and dates have not been finalized.

NORTHWEST CHAPTER

First and foremost, I would like to wish you and your families a Happy Independence Day… We look forward to seeing all of you during our Annual
Picnic, BBQ and Membership Appreciation Day on Saturday, August 3, 2019,
1200 - 1500, on JBLM. Watch our newsletter for details on our next General
Membership Meeting on October 5.
On a somber note, the attendance at our last membership meeting was the
lowest attended meeting that I have ever witnessed; for the past couple of years
it seems that attendance at our meetings continues to dwindle which brings me
to the following question. Do we want to continue to celebrate our First Cavalry
Division Association here in the Northwest? We, the members in attendance at
the last meeting, are truly considering closing down our chapter in accordance
with the by-laws if low attendance continues in this downward trend. December
7, 2019 may be our last activity while February 1, 2020 is scheduled as our last
meeting if membership attendance does not turn around. I realize that everyone
appears to be busy these days, but it is no use in continuing if we do not have
the members to do so. I would hate to see our opportunity to fellowship among
each other to die.
For more information contact William Jackson at: <williamaljackson@comcast.net>. 360-539-8110

SHERIDAN’S CHAPTER
Just wanted to say Thanks
everyone that supported
our semi-annual fund-raising golf tournament. Our
event kicked off the 72nd
annual reunion. We had
128 golfers, tons of great
sponsors and awesome
volunteers. Thank you
to everyone that played,
supported, and volunteered
in our event. I don’t have
the tally yet, but we raised a
good amount of money for
the Foundation to support
active duty Troopers and

their spouses to go to college!
The reunion was a huge success! Thank you to all of the members of our Chapter
their and family members that came out and supported this reunion.
Crossed Sabers Chapter will be holding its July 2019 Stable Call at Belton
VFW Post 4008 on 25 July at 1800. Please come out and enjoy the comradery.
Stetsons and Spurs are welcome!
I want to send a BIG thank you to Ed Kaiser of Massachusetts, a member of
the Association for donating a Generals flag to our Crossed Sabers Chapter and
we donated it to the 1CDA Headquarters. So, thank you Ed for that donation! It
is a beautiful flag. Take Care and God Bless! First Team! For more information
contact Tim Hodge <tim@allaboutinsurancetexas.com>

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

Attention Jacksonville, FL, a local interest group of 1st Cav Veterans is forming
a local in the chapter of the National Association in the Jacksonville, FL area. A
local contact number is 904-534-8899.   You may wish to confirm by checking
the Times Union Veteran news section. You can also e-mail <TheCrimms@
gmail.com> for more information. You and any 1st Cav alumni that you may
know are welcome and invited to attend.

JAMES J. MASON WEST MICHIGAN CHAPTER

The Chapter again hosted Bingo on 30 June 2019 at the Grand Rapids Home
for Veterans. We have been hosting Bingo for about 13 years now and while
always a fun time for us, it’s sad to witness the declining attendance of residents
that were once faithful attendees. The Grand Rapids Home for Veterans is also
going through a deconstruction and rebuilding phase as the old building is being
torn down and a new one will rise from the debris. The current facility houses
about 225 residents, down from a maximum of 700+. The new facility will be
1 of 5 across the state and will hold about 150 residents.
Our next bingo will be on 29 September. Contact Bob Anderson at 616-6825446 or e-mail at <rj.anderson2243@comcast.net> for more information. First
Team!

Our June meeting presentation was by Linda Chapa LaVia, who was recently
appointed director of the Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs (IDVA). Previously, she was on then Governor-elect J.B. Pritzker’s transition committee on
Veterans Affairs. Ms. Chapa LaVia was an officer in the U.S. Army. Ms. LaVia
is fully supportive of Veterans’ groups initiatives, including those our chapter
is doing. Questions from chapter members included those on getting help on a
medical problem derived from, but not yet covered by Agent Orange, and help
for Veterans in other states.
A donation was made to the Association’s Ia Drang Scholarship fund in the
name of past chapter president John Crowden.
Brick pavers were approved to be installed at Ft. Hood in the names of members
John Crowden, Edward Soltis, Joseph LaPorte and Dwayne Logan.
A video taken by our late member, Dwayne Logan, and provided by his sister,
Vicki Logan, who has been a strong supporter of the chapter. Dwayne served with
D Co, 2/8 Cav during 1969-1970, including a particularly vicious battle at LZ
Illingworth Apr 1-2, 1970. Dwayne is interred at Arlington National Cemetery,
having been awarded the Silver Star for his actions in battle.
Remaining 2019 Chapter Meeting Dates: August 10 Picnic, October 12, December 7 Xmas Party – meetings held at American Legion Post #1084, 322 East
Maple Ave., Roselle, IL 61072. The Sheridan Chapter cordially invites anyone
who served or was attached at any year with the 1st Cav to join our group.
Contact Terry Hodous POC at <us67-hodo@outlook.com> or 773-445-1213
for additional information regarding attending our future events.    

1CDA Chapter Presidents, Vice Presidents & POC’s,
I encourage you to please submit a short update or
photo of what is going on within your Chapter to be
placed in this section of the upcoming Saber!
I urge everyone to please take advantage of this
FREE platform to assist YOUR Chapter in reaching out
to YOUR members.
Our Saber newspaper reaches 4,500-5,000 people
each edition!
Thank you to our Chapters who send in a
submission each Saber! We appreciate you!
Send your submissions to:
Tina at Programs@1CDA.org or
Karleen at Memberships@1CDA.org
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War Hero Devotes Life to “Others. Not Self”

By CPT Garrison

Haning, ARMY Magazine December 2018.
Ask Allen Lynch why he joined the Army, and his answer is simple: “I had
nowhere else to go.”
The Medal of Honor recipient was awarded the nation’s highest military honor
This is the life story of Al Lynch in his own in 1970 for gallantry he exhibited as a SPC in Vietnam with the 1st Cavalry Diwords, an American hero who is now one of only vision in 1967. But at the time he enlisted, his life’s circumstances were far less
72 living Medal of Honor recipients. This is the heroic. “I was going to get drafted anyway. I was a poor student; I had to go
story of a happy boy growing up in Chicagoland’s to summer school once. I was severely bullied from third grade through junior
South Side industrial neighborhoods. His early high and was bullied, less severely, through high school. I was self-focused and
happiness was almost eradicated by several had low self-esteem.”
years of intense bullying, though he found ways
However, during basic training, Lynch showed the potential to excel. He was
to overcome that experience. This is the story ordered to report to the battalion commander’s office shortly after he took his
of an aimless young man whose prospects of MOS assessment test and was informed he scored well enough to attend Officer
following in his father’s footsteps as a blue- Candidate School. He lasted four weeks before he requested to be dropped from
collar tradesman were cut short by the Vietnam the course. “Wherever you go, there you are. I was a 19-year-old with a bad
War and by his personal search for something attitude and poor self-image.”
greater than himself. This is the story of a man
Looking back on his time in service, the retired First Sergeant, who is now 73,
whose meandering military career, and his life is quick to admit he has a few rough spots in his history. “I think I may have been
up to that point, came into sharp focus when, in the only acting battalion Sergeant Major with two Article 15’s from my days as
a deadly ﬁreﬁght in Vietnam, he rushed to rescue a junior enlisted Soldier.”
three wounded Troopers in no man’s land. He
It’s safe to say he’s learned a lot over his wide-ranging career, but his most
was urged to leave the wounded and return to a important lesson he engraved on the front of his Medal of Honor Recipient chalsafe position. But Lynch refused to retreat in order to stay with his Troopers lenge coin: “Others. Not self.”
despite having every reason to believe he would die that afternoon. Because of
A New Mindset: After leaving active duty in 1969 and moving on to the Army
these actions, he is a hero.
Reserve and Illinois National Guard, Lynch took on civilian employment with the
then-Veterans Administration. First working with fellow Veterans to help them
file claims, he later moved to the VA Drug Unit and ultimately became chief of
ambulatory care for the North Chicago VA Hospital. Throughout his career he
hardcover book by
battled post-traumatic stress and depression.
“The more I focused on myself, the worse my feelings and depression got. I
1SG (Ret) Allen Lynch
had survivor’s guilt. I hadn’t been wounded, and so many guys gave the ultimate
MOH Recipient
sacrifice. I remember walking through the Punch Bowl (cemetery) at Pearl Harbor
during a Medal of Honor convention and feeling incredibly down. All the time,
I would have these pity parties for myself.”
Quantity:____________
Total Amount: ____________
It was during this time that Lynch learned the lesson that he would emblazon
on
his coin. In the early 1990’s, Lynch reconnected with retired LTC Donald
Form of Payment:
Orsini, who was his company commander in Vietnam. Lynch helped Orsini with
his VA claim via telephone. The retired officer was suffering the effects of Agent
Cash
Check Enclosed
Credit Card
Orange exposure that would later take his life.
According to Lynch, “He invited me to spend the weekend with him, so I drove
Credit Card # ___________________________________
to his home in Pennsylvania. I was able to meet his whole family. We spent a
considerable amount of time talking about Vietnam. The weekend ended with
Exp Date: ________ CVV on back: ________
an amazing, good old-fashioned Italian dinner.”
Orsini gave Lynch his persona journal from his time in Vietnam. The writing
Name on Card: 							
covered everything from arriving in the 1st Cavalry Division to returning from
Vietnam. It also covered the firefight in which Lynch would ern his Medal of
Signature:
								
Honor.
“The journal connected the dots that had been left unconnected for me all those
Phone #:
								
years,” Lynch said. Lynch had no idea of everything that was happening to rescue
him and the other pinned-down Soldiers from their defensive positions. “I was
Name:
							
so removed from that. I was just busy in this fight for my life and the lives of
my buddies. All I knew was that bullets were flying, and artillery was going off.
Address:
								I had wounded guys I was trying to save.”
									
“Reading the commander’s journal from the day of that battle tore me up all
those years later. Seeing how hard the commander, platoon leader and platoon
members tried to save us. It was humbling. They came forward again and again.
MAIL TO: 1st Cavalry Division Association
They wouldn’t quit. My platoon leader’s name was LT Roy Southerland. I was
302 N. Main St. Copperas Cove, TX 76522
his radio telephone operator for just a few hours. He was killed trying to get to
us. He was in our unit just one day. I never got to know him.”
For Lynch, realizing how much effort and selflessness went into bringing him
SHIPPING IS FREE
back alive was life-changing.
Orsini had hoped to publish the journal but died from complications of Agent
Orange exposure before he had the chance.
PURPLE HEART FACTS:
His writing and actions live on with Lynch who, through them, learned the
ultimate
importance of selflessness: “The key to remember regarding life, deOn Aug. 7, 1782, George Washington created
the award (originally called the Badge of Military pression and battling the dragon of post-traumatic stress disorder is to be very
Merit) to give to Soldiers for any commendable concerned for other people. I believe that looking outward and being concerned
action. It was only awarded to a few Soldiers for others saved my life. When I started refocusing on other people…my family,
during that time and forgotten about until it was wife, kids, Veterans, I realized that no matter how bad an experience is, it can
reinstated on Washington’s 200th birthday, Feb. build us…if our focus is right.”
That focus is “Others. Not self.”
22, 1932.

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!

$25

ZERO TO HERO

$

Purple Heart Day was established in 2014
to honor and recognize those who have been
awarded the decoration.
The Purple Heart is the oldest military
decoration still presented to service members.

Purple Heart Day: August 7

WANTED

My father, Andrew Cushman, passed in 2011 from cancer. Talking about
Vietnam was very painful for him. I’m trying to find some of his friends so I
can piece together a map of some sort where he was in Vietnam. He was in A
Co 8th Engineers, 1st Cav Div. He was active duty from June 25, 1968 - June
24, 1971, his ending reserve date was June 18, 1974. I appreciate any help you
can give me. Thank you so much, Jessie Cushman, 484-942-8734
Looking for MSG (Ret) Carl H. Lawrence, 2-5 Cav 1966 of North Carolina.
SGT Loven V. (Joe) Seaman is looking to reconnect with you. He hopes you can
call him at (540) 943-4420 or (540) 470-0631.

NATIONAL PURPLE HEART HALL OF HONOR
https://www.thepurpleheart.com
374 Temple Hilll Rd.
New Windsor, NY 12553
845-561-1765

Trying to find and talk to members of E Co, 2-8th Cavalry who served
in N Korea, Oct and Nov 1950, in regard to a 1st Platoon medic, PFC Joe
Uribe of Santa Barbara, CA, who may have aided/served with them who
is MIA-unaccounted for. He was assigned to E Co., from Medical Company and treated casualties who may recall him. MIA battle of Unsan.
David Kornaus <daviddddd@yahoo.com>
If you have been searching for someone that you served with within 1st Cav,
try posting it here. Email requests to <Programs@1CDA.org>.
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Unfortunately
Bill regretfully was
Bill Shepherd
unable to send in an
3201 Broad St.
article submission
Parkersburg, WV 26104
this month due to
(304) 480-1067
an electrical storm
BShep6768@yahoo.com
in his area of WV.
He lost his computer and phone and now he is trying to recover. He is currently
working on getting everything back up and running.
Bill thanks everyone who came out to the 72nd annual Reunion in Killeen,
Texas this year. Everyone that was able to attend had a great time. We all enjoyed
meeting up with each other and had fun reminiscing.
Please contact Bill at 304-480-1067 if you have any updates for him.

1st Cavalry Division
Commemorative ENGRAVED
Henry Golden Boy H004

The 1CDA worked with Henry Repeating Arms on this made to order 1st
Cavalry Division Engraved Golden Boy H004. Although it is not considered a
Tribute Edition, this is a beautifully engraved rifle that you will only find here.
Other calibers and Big Boy Models available.
10% of net proceeds from each 1CD Engraved Rifle sale will be donated to
the 1st Cavalry Division
Association. For more information go to <https://www.
militaryengravedrifles.
com/1st-cavalry-division>
or (816) 877-4373.
Some of you may recognize this weapon. This
happens to be the same rifle
that was raffled off at the 72nd
Reunion in Killeen, TX.
Call about yours today!

WELCOME HOME
SOLDIER
Soldier Accounted For From Korean War (Markle, E.)

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency (DPAA) announced today that
Army CPL Earl H. Markle, 19, of Spring
Grove, PA, killed during the Korean War,
was accounted for on May 17, 2019.
In November 1950, Markle was a member
of Company M, 3-8 Cavalry Regiment, 1st
Cavalry Division. He was reported missing
in action on Nov. 2, 1950, when his unit was
attacked by enemy forces near Unsan, North
Korea. His remains could not be recovered
following the attack, and he was not reported as a prisoner of war. The U.S. Army
declared him deceased as of Dec. 31, 1953.
On July 27, 2018, following the summit
between President Trump and North Korean Chairman Kim in June 2018, North
Korea turned over 55 boxes, purported to
contain the remains of American service
members killed during the Korean War. The
remains arrived at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii on Aug. 1, 2018,
and were subsequently accessioned into the DPAA laboratory for identification.
To identify Markle’s remains, scientists from DPAAused anthropological analysis, as
well as circumstantial and material evidence. Additionally, scientists from the Armed
Forces Medical Examiner System used mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) analysis.
Today, 7,652 Americans remain unaccounted for from the Korean War. Using
modern technology, identifications continue to be made from remains that were
previously returned by Korean officials, recovered from Korea by American recovery teams, or disinterred from unknown graves. Markle’s name is recorded
on the Courts of the Missing at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific
in Honolulu, along with the others who are missing from the Korean War. A
rosette will be placed next to his name to indicate he has been accounted for.
For family information, contact the Army Casualty office at (800) 892-2490.
For additional information on the Defense Department’s mission to
account for Americans who went missing while serving our country, visit the DPAA website at <www.dpaa.mil>, find us on social
media at www.facebook.com/dodpaa or call (703) 699-1420/1169.
Markle’s personnel profile can be viewed at https://dpaa.secure.force.com/dpaaProfile?id=a0Jt00000004mFbEAI

First Team History Book
LAST CHANCE! THE PUBLISHER IS OUT of stock!

Get your limited-edition, commemorative 1st Cavalry Division history book here! Please mail us your completed order form located below.

ABOUT THE BOOK

• Includes a detailed history of the 1st Cav Division from WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Bosnia, the Gulf War, and the War of Terror, including its founders, training,
engagements, responsibilities today, and more.
• Historical overview of the 1st Cavalry Division Association.
• Richly illustrated with historic and modern photographs, charts and diagrams
• Personal biographies from 1st Cav Division Veterans, with “then and now” photos
• After Action Reports & Stories from 1st Cav Div Veterans, and more!
This quality publication is printed on number one grade, acid-free, double-coated glossy paper to ensure the highest caliber photo reproduction, and smyth-sewn
for longevity, meaning the pages are stitched together and bound to last. This Deluxe Hardbound Edition is bound in a classy, black leatherette cover for only
$55.00.

FIRST TEAM HISTORY BOOK
Amount Due:

$ ______

Form of Payment:
Cash

Check Enclosed

Credit Card

Credit Card # ___________________________________
Exp Date: ________ CVV on back: ________
Name on Card: 							
Signature:
								
Phone #:
								
Name:
							
Address:
								
										
										
			
Mail to:
		
		

1st Cavalry Division Association			
302 N. Main St. 				
Copperas Cove, TX 76522

SHIPPING IS FREE
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Thomas Lon Crabtree
195 Buzz Street # 18
Branson, MO 65616
432-853-4851
MMCTLC3@aol.com
www.12thCav.US

SEMPER PARATUS
HAPPY 4th JULY!
It is 2300 HRS this 4th of July 2019, the column is 3 days late. Tina will be
irritated about the lateness (rightfully so) and I am irritated after 6 continuous
hours of pop...bang...boom of the local fireworks. Not going into any serious
flashbacks but a “vision softly creeping in my brain...still remains” ...when the
hell does the ceasefire come and will I get out of this intact if Tina’s deadline is
disrupted (HA)! My apologies and be assured that this is not from in-diligence
but a few unexpected interruptions.
Hope all have enjoyed their holiday
and those who made
the 72d Reunion in
Killeen/Ft Hood 5-9
June had as good a
time as I did. In my
view, it was one of
the best since 2015.
Very well done by
the Division Association Officers and
Staff! Food at all the
events...Thursday Bar-B-Que, War Era Luncheon, Unit Luncheons and Banquet
were tasty and substantial, best in a long time and the serving flow was smooth.
Congratulations to caterers and serving crew! Banquet highlights were the Division orchestra playing a
good mix of
patriotic, big
band, ballroom, and
upbeat jazz
that made for
high intensity ‘esprit
de corps’
and camaraderie! 602
attended, 64
12th Cavalry Troopers/
guests present and ac12 Cav table
counted.
Many of our 12th Cavalry Family who usually make it to Division Reunion
were conspicuously absent. Be it known YOU ALL were missed but present in
our thoughts and prayers. Hope to see YOU at the 73d Annual Reunion, June
2020 Louisville, KY, and/or at our 14th annual gathering in Branson 10-15 September 2019 (details in Crossed Sabers) previous spring issue and summer issue
out end of this month.
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spections and preparations
for departure on Monday,
11 June, nine-month mission
assignment to Korea.
Like to think that last
week, when President Trump
stepped across the line at the
Korean DMZ, 3D BCT was
standing behind him with
1-12 Cavalry at the forefront in ’ALWAYS READY’
Charging Charger formation.
Keep these Soldiers and
their Families in thought and
prayer.
All said and done...it was a
great reunion throughout the
week and looking forward
to the next one. I encourage
all to thank the people who
work many hours, days and
weeks throughout the year,
on a volunteer basis to bring
Promoted Troops with family
us all together as ’Soldiers
for Life” from all War Eras-First Cav-First Team-SALUTE!
HEADS UP FUTURE
REUNIONS:
73rd annual Reunion June
2020 Louisville, KY. 74th annual Reunion September 2021
Killeen, TX to commemorate
100th Anniversary of official
formation of the Division. 75th
annual 2022 Reunion Dayton,
OH. Dayton, OH was selected
as the only city bidding for the
75th Reunion. There has been
some talk about considering
Branson, MO for a division Reunion perhaps in 2023. Would
need 12th Cavalry Troopers
living in SW MO, NW AR,
NE OK to step up and help
12Cav 2D-12th HQ's
with the hosting. More about
this in Crossed Sabers Newsletter out end this month and at Branson Reunion
September. 0230 HRS-fireworks withering to an occasional pop!
CRABTREE OUT! SEMPER PARATUS BOOT to BOOT

Attention U.S. Army Infantry or Special Forces Veterans!!
Join the only organization
exclusively for

Combat Infantrymen

You earned the badge, proudly wear it and be part of the elite

Combat Infantrymen’s Association
All applicants must have earned the Combat Infantry
Badge and provide documentation by submitting Form
DD-214, Official U.S. Army orders, or other official documents.
For more information visit our website @ www.cibassoc.com;
E-mail: ciamemberapps@gmail.com
Call or write:
Membership Officer
Combat Infantrymen’s Association
825C Merrimon Ave Suite 354, Asheville, NC 28804
828-490-9303
Reenlistment Ceremony

Thursday, 7 June 12th Cavalry Association Troopers gathered with active
duty Soldiers and Families on post at 2-12 Cavalry Headquarters and grounds
to welcome the battalion back home from Poland. Battalion Commander, LTC
Kevin Salge, gave the welcome back speech and welcome to our Troopers. A
promotion ceremony was held for 3 men-SP4 Beltran to SGT, SGT Burchett to
SSG and SP4 Diphilpo to SGT (apologies for not getting first name). Reenlistment
oaths were administered to six Troopers by our own, COL (Ret) Al Freeland and
MOH Recipient 1SG (Ret) Allen J. Lynch. After the ceremonies we gathered in
the shade for chili dogs with trimmings prepared by the ladies and more visiting.
Visits like these are always worth time spent proving that the First Cavalry is
America’s First Team and our safety remains in good hands of these well trained
and professional Soldiers who love their county!
We could not contact our 1-12 Soldiers. 3D BCT was conducting final in-

July 17, 1944
1st Cavalry
Division Association
was formed in the
Admiralty Islands

FIRST TEAM!
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Karl Swenson

3526 E Park Ln
Bloomington, IN 47408
(812) 345-4055
kswenson1@wgu.edu

Greetings fellow Troopers! Just back from another fantastic reunion at Fort
Hood. We were graced by the attendance of so many Veterans – Veterans of
Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria. The 7th Cavalry
has been very busy and has been very successful.
And the 1st Cavalry Division, under the command of MG Paul Calvert, provided the royal treatment for all of us. We were given VIP tours of the post as
well as visits to the 1st Cavalry Division Museum. A newly renovated Division
Headquarters building was officially dedicated and opened during our stay there.
And, to top it all off, we were treated to the Spirit of the Cav, a magnificent
demonstration of the history of the Trooper and the impact the Trooper has made
throughout the wars in which the United States has been involved.
Next year, the reunion will be held June 10-14, 2020, in Louisville, KY. Begin
planning for it now, you will not want to miss out.
One thing that was obvious to me at this year’s reunion was there is a changing
of the guard. Our 7th Cavalry is no longer just a bunch of old guys whose war
was now 50 years ago. We saw folks young enough to be our sons, even young
enough to be our grandsons, who also are proud Troopers of the 7th Cav. The
time has come for us to join together. Instead of cordoning off ourselves based
on the war in which we fought, we need to come together as brothers and sisters,
all born of the 7th Cav with a rich history to share.
I am a fortunate survivor of a bloody battle that took place on Saint Patrick’s
Day, 17 Mar 69. It was the bloodiest conflict E. Co., 1-7th Cav was ever involved in; we were a 52-man company situated on Hill 54 east of Bien Hoa and
lost eleven of our brothers. Another 15 were wounded seriously enough to be
medevac’d to hospitals. E. Co kept the story alive until the 1-7 returned to the
States and the unit was deactivated. When the unit was reactivated in 1975 it
became an armored squadron and eventually Echo Troop was reactivated. Echo
Troop served honorably during the Gulf Wars.
Imagine, if you will, the surprise two of my brother survivors of the Hill 54
battle when they were asked by two Veterans of Echo Troop of Gulf War lineage
if they knew the story of the battle of Hill 54! Over the 50 years since that battle
the story had changed a bit, today’s story had us fighting hand to hand because
we were out of ammo, but the history of the unit is indeed storied. The point of
all this rambling is that the 7th Cavalry is more than just the platoon or company
with which we served but instead includes all who ever saluted and proudly said
“Garryowen!” It is time for us to come together. It is time for us to become one
7th Cavalry.
There was also business to be conducted at the reunion. As you all know, John
Guillory has been president of the 7th Cavalry Association for the past three years.
At the end of the 7th Cavalry luncheon, John opened the business meeting. John
Guillory offers the following as a report of that meeting:
Another enjoyable and successful 7th U.S. Cavalry Association luncheon is
in the books. The luncheon began with a welcome to the attendees, the pledge
of allegiance and moment of silence to honor those former Troopers who have
gone on to Fiddler’s Green since the last reunion.
Shortly after beginning lunch, LTC Richard Groen, Commander of the 1-7th,
was introduced. The Commander provided a rousing set of videos and his added
comments focused on 7th Cavalry Pride. LTC Groen then presented cavalry spurs
and Order of the Gold Spur Certificates to several former 7th Cavalry Troopers.
Their beaming smiles could be seen clearly all the way across the dining room.
All the lovely ladies of the 7th Cavalry were thanked for all their past and
continued support and then they received a well-deserved round of applause.
It was announced that my 3-year and final term as Association President would
conclude at the end of this reunion. Attendees were also advised that there would
be nominations and an election for Association President later in the program.
The first actual order of business was to confirm the nominees for 3 honorary
association positions: President Emeritus, Honorary Colonel and Honorary
Sergeant Major. These honorary positions were created to recognize those who
have a history of supporting the 7th Cavalry association, Veterans in general and
the families of Veterans. Bob Anderson was nominated for President Emeritus,
Albert Guarnieri for Honorary Colonel and there was a nominee for Honorary
Sergeant Major. The nominees for President Emeritus and Honorary Colonel
were confirmed by a vote for their Honorary Association positions.
There was a procedural issue in the confirmation process for Honorary Sergeant Major, which was later corrected. Unfortunately, the nominee who was
confirmed for Honorary Sergeant Major has declined the position, leaving that
position open until our next election in 2020.
Moving on, nominees were then requested for the election of a new Association
President. There was again a procedural issue in the nomination and election
process for Association President, which was later corrected. However, due to the
effect of this procedural issue, a new Association President was not elected. By
default, the current Association President’s term will continue until the election
at the 2020 reunion.
So, to sum it all up, attendees at the 2020 7th Cavalry Luncheon in Louisville
Kentucky will be asked to nominate and elect for 2-year terms: Association Vice
President, Treasurer, and Secretary, plus the 3-year term Association President.
Through the next year, please be considering candidates to nominate for all the
open positions. Keeping in mind, all nominees must be worthy and willing
members of the 7th United States Cavalry Association.
Also announced was the need to fill the Webmaster position for the 7th Cavalry’s website, which continues to be open. If there is no replacement for Jim
Savage, our current Webmaster, then the website may either become a static
bulletin board or just go away. Any interested parties should contact the website
at ... <us7thcavalry.com>.
In closing, a thank you was expressed to all for attending and a thank you to
the 1st Cavalry Division Association Director, Dara Wydler and her talented,
hard-working staff, for all they do to make this event a success.
Thank you, John, for all you have done, and all you will do for the 7th Cavalry
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Association! It’s always a pleasure to speak with you and to hear your stories
and ideas for the association. Your leadership will be difficult to replace.
WE ARE LOSING OUR WEBMASTER! We desperately need a replacement
for Jim Savage, who has been doing the job for us. We’re looking for someone
with the following qualifications.
Knowledgeinprogramminglanguages: SQL,HTML,CSS,PHP,JavaScriptandPerl.
Be able to create, and maintain Contact Form mail. Continuously test and update
website. Test across browsers, operating systems and devices. Maintain, configure
and troubleshoot servers. Ensure site security by setting up firewalls and login
pages. Optimize loading speeds and capacity. Debug pages and fix broken links
or images. Update website content. Site performance (e.g. traffic, conversions).
I know, I know, sounds like a foreign language to me, too. But if you have these
qualifications, please contact Jim Savage at <savage_james@hotmail.com>, he
can answer your questions far better than I can.
Once I returned home from the reunion, I found an email from Bob Anderson,
whom I wrongly placed in Wisconsin instead of his true home state of Michigan.
Bob Anderson had this to say:
“I would like to offer my profound thanks to President Guillory for putting forth
my name and subsequent approval as President Emeritus at the recently concluded
7th Cavalry Association Luncheon in Killeen. For you newer members and those
who couldn’t attend, my involvement in OUR Association began in 1989 when
I became a member. Subsequently, I served as President, Scribe for 17 years,
Secretary/Treasurer and now as Treasurer. Additionally, during Veteran’s Day
activities in Washington, D.C. and as organized by former Vice-President Bob
Arbasetti, he, Edie Meeks, Bob Jeanette and I made several trips to Walter Reed
visiting our First Team and other wounded. I am also the Secretary/Treasurer
and am a founding member of the James J. Mason Chapter of the 1st Cavalry
Division Association. I also serve as the Commander of the Kent County Veterans
Honor Guard helping to send our Brothers and Sisters off to Fiddler’s Green.
That personal commitment through June is now over 930 funerals. Finally, I
am the current United Veterans Council of Kent County Veteran of the Year!
The point, I’m trying to make is that none of these honors would have ever been
possible had I not joined this marvelous association 30 years ago and was willing
to become involved. That involvement at first was just observing and assisting
whenever possible those currently in leadership roles. Eventually they became
comfortable with me (us) and the torch was slowly passed. This association should
never become one era over another! We have fought those feelings for years as
I wrote multiple times as your scribe! Our Lineage goes back to 1866 when the
Regiment was formed, and we need to stand as one! Bob Litle; Art Junot and
Dennis Webster have mentored me and others along this 30-year journey and I
thank them as well. These, I believe are many of the reasons my name was put
forward and YOU bestowed upon me this high honor, and I thank you!” First
Team and Garryowen – Bob Anderson!
We have a request for information regarding one of our brothers who was killed
in action. We received an email from Dave Gutierrez. He asks: "Greetings, I
am searching for any info on a PFC Gilbert Serrano (from San Jose California)
who was KIA March 28, 1968 while serving with Company D 1-7 Cavalry
Regiment, 1st Calvary Division. I am a writer looking to piece his story together.
Also searching for any After Action Reports from 1968. Hoping you can help."
If you have information about PFC Serrano, please contact Mr. Gutierrez via
email at <writer@authordavegutierrez.com>.
Another request for information from Jack Stermer. Jack’s request (in his
own words): "I recently joined the 1st Cav Association and thought I’d ask you
a question related to my time in Vietnam. To that end, I served in the 3rd Brigade’s S-5 section during 1969 and I’m trying to remember the name of the LTC
or COL who would’ve served as the G-5 up at Division level during the 1st half
of 1969. Anyway, do you have any suggestions where I could find a roster that
would include the general’s staff? Thank you in advance from any suggestions.
GARRY OWEN!" Jack Stermer
And a third request for assistance, this time from Jim Ross. He is looking for
any information concerning another brother who was killed in action. He said:
"I read your article in the Saber publication and am contacting you for help. I am
researching the death of SP4 Jimmy Langford A Co, 2-7 Cav, 1st Cav Division.
He was involved with Operation Pegasus near Khe Sanh in Thua Thien Province.
I am trying to find any surviving members of A Company that may have served
with him. Also, I am looking for After Action Reports that could provide details
of his death. Any help will be greatly appreciated." Thank you, Jim Ross. If
you have any information, please call Jim at (903) 926-5441.
So, that’s it for another Saber. For those of you who sent stories, questions,
and comments that have not been published, don’t worry because there is another issue coming! And for those of you who want to have your story published,
please send it to me, my information is at the top of the column.
One more point that I want to make. We truly need to come together as a
team – the First Team – and enjoy one another’s company. The separation of
eras I saw at Fort Hood weighs very heavy on my mind. This is something that
we must overcome. We all served, we all fought. We cannot believe that one
war was more important than another. We cannot believe that one era was more
important than another. When we put on the uniform and wore that big yellow
patch – and yelled “Garryowen!” as a member of the 7th Cavalry – we became a
part of a brotherhood and sisterhood that stretches beyond the bounds of an era.
Come on folks, let’s join together.

CHAPTER PRESIDENTS/POC'S,

Gentle reminder, it is important that we receive your
COMPLETED TAX PACKETS in the office at 302 N.
Main St. Copperas Cove, TX 76522, NLT MONDAY, 2
SEPTEMBER 19. These packets were mailed to you in
June. If you need another let me know ASAP!
Thank you for your cooperation!
Karleen Maloney
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Thomas J. De Young

4265 4 Mile Rd NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49525-9794
616-540-6238
DeYoungTJ@Gmail.Com
www.8Cavalry.Org

The latest annual reunion is now history and we are starting to look forward
to the next three in Louisville, KY, Killeen, TX, and Dayton, OH. It was good
to see so many of our 8th Cavalry brothers in attendance. There were a few that
I have not seen in 50 years – what stories we shared! I’ll pass on a few of those
a little later in this column.
Association Business: We completed some important business of our Association while in Killeen. First, the membership affirmed the current slate of
officers with one change: I accepted the position of Secretary following Al’s
resignation from that position. We are required by law to have certain positions
filled: Tommy Harris will continue as President, I as Vice-President/Secretary, Jim
Beck as Treasurer, (all are Directors), and Larry Hempfling and Bertyl Johnson
continuing as Directors on the Board. James “TopGun” Dotson has agreed to
assume the role of editor for this column starting with the next issue; I said that I
would assist him as much as he wishes during the transition [more on this later].
At the Board Meeting we agreed upon a change to our membership procedures.
The yearly memberships had become an administrative burden that carried some
inherent financial costs as well. The decision was made to eliminate the yearly
membership and go to a lifetime membership only. In order to encourage more
to join or maintain their memberships, we significantly reduced the lifetime
membership fee to just $25. The Board felt that this would help to retain existing
members and bring in new members while reducing the administrative cost and
burden significantly without adversely affecting our bottom line. Our Association
is adequately funded at present, so we do not see a significant financial impact
with this change. So, if you haven’t renewed your membership lately or wish to
join us in the 8th Cavalry Regiment Association, simply go to our website and
download an application form and mail it to Jim Beck’s attention. The Board
also approved a $1,000 donation to the Fort Hood USO to assist in their mission
supporting our active duty Troops on post. Jim Beck reports that they were extremely grateful for your gift. As a volunteer myself with the USO, I know how
important these financial gifts are for this non-profit organization.
1-8th Soldier Honored: SP4 Larry Lancon was killed in action in Vietnam.
This highly decorated corpsman was recognized by his high school classmates
at the ceremony described in the following story by Jean Dubiel of KATC News,
Lafayette, LA and reprinted here with permission:
FORT POLK, La. — A dozen school friends from the New Iberia Senior
High School Class of 1969 visited Fort Polk April 26 to attend a ceremony for
the newly-named Lancon Soldier Centered Medical Home in bldg 1260. They
wanted to be there for the official naming of the building because SPC Larry
Joseph Lancon, a Soldier and combat medic killed in action in Vietnam, was their
classmate, and this year marks the 50th reunion for the class of 1969.
Lancon was born in
New Iberia, Louisiana
Dec. 22, 1950. After
high school, he joined
the Army and served
in Vietnam with Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
1-8th Cav, 1st Cavalry Division (Mobile).
He was awarded the
Distinguished Service
Cross for extraordinary heroism in connection with military
operations involving
conflict with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Lancon was
accompanying a friendly force up a steep, densely vegetated hill when the lead
element came under intense fire from a well-entrenched enemy. While under
enemy fire, he skillfully applied first aid to a wounded Soldier and assisted him
to a rear position. Lancon then returned to the area of contact to retrieve two
more wounded comrades. Though fatally wounded by enemy fire, he continued
to treat his fellow Soldiers and assist them to safety until he collapsed.
Lancon’s other awards include the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Air Medal, Army
Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal,
Vietnam Campaign Medal and the Combat Medic Badge. He is also an inductee
into the State of Louisiana Military Hall of Fame in Abbeville, Louisiana.
BG Patrick D. Frank, commanding general, Joint Readiness Training Center
and Fort Polk, said the Lancon Soldier Centered Medical Home takes care of
Soldiers every day, primarily those for the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th
Mountain Division.
“There is probably no greater devotion than being a combat medic,” he said.
“We have a theme here at Fort Polk which we call ‘Forging the Warrior Spirit.”
Across the U.S. Army we call that the ‘Warrior Ethos,’ and inside that ethos we
talk about never leaving a fallen comrade. Lancon lived the Warrior Ethos, which
is why he returned (to the area of contact) to aid those men.”
Frank said that each day, when the Soldiers of the 3rd BCT, 10th Mtn Div
enter the facility for medical aid, Lancon’s spirit lives on. “When the Patriot
Soldiers enter here, they will know this building is named after a hero, and they
will be inspired by what he did on a battlefield half a world away in Vietnam
many years ago.”
Robbie Leblanc was one of the alumni in attendance. He said he remembered
Lancon as a quiet and reserved individual, down-to-earth and always friendly.
Both men ended up serving in the Army. “After high school I came to Fort Polk
in 1970 for basic training, and in my fifth week we found out that Larry got killed
in Vietnam,” he said. “It really touched my heart because I was a classmate of
his and I really wanted to be here today, and it just so happened that this is also
our 50th high school reunion, and Larry got picked out of so many Soldiers to
have his name on a building. That is prestigious.”

JULY/AUGUST 2019

Ronnie Bodin was a close friend of Lancon. He explained that in 1969, there
was a draft and everyone either went to college or into the military. “There was
an early enlistment program that allowed you to sign up while you were still in
high school. Larry did the early enlistment and shortly after graduation he went
to boot camp, then came home briefly to marry his high school sweetheart,” he
said. “Then he left for Vietnam and didn’t come back.”
Bodin said he has thought about his friend often through the years and wondered if anyone else would ever remember him. “This building being named
after him means he will be remembered even after the rest of us are long gone,
which I think is appropriate,” said Bodin. “He should be remembered for the
great guy that he was.”
War Stories and Fairy Tales: I’ve often retold the old joke about the difference
between war stories and
fairy tales, i.e. a fairy
tale starts out “Once
upon a time…” while
a war story starts out
“This ain’t no sh##...”
Well, lots of war stories
were exchanged at the
reunion again this year
and some of them may
well be true! CSM LB
White, USA (Retired)
and told a great story.
They were members of
my weapons platoon in
Hoffa & White
C 2/8 when we served
together in 1967. They were sent out to a PF camp in the mountains as FO’s.
Well, one weekend was pay day for the local PF forces and one by one they left
to go home with their month’s earnings leaving SP4s LB and Glenn alone and
“in command” for the rest of the weekend. What a laugh we had as they retold
the story in all its detail. Hooooahhhh!
A Volunteer’s Tale: John Pike told a
very heart-warming story of his volunteer
work as a “Personal Pal” at the local
Children’s Hospital. He worked with
infants and small children who were
experiencing terrible, often terminal
conditions.
His work often meant
simply holding them in a comforting
embrace when no one else was there to
do so. John’s a big man with a bigger
heart and has been powerfully moved by
his experiences. He says it helped him a
lot in overcoming the personal revulsion
he had to the “baby killer” excoriation
so often directed at us who served in
Vietnam. While never experiencing that
epithet hurled at him personally, the mere
Pike
thought of it being thrown about in those
days touched him deeply and does to this
day. His work as a “Personal Pal” has served him as a healing salve for his
psyche. God bless you, John, in doing this fine work.
Passing the Torch: It was with the July/August 2011 edition of Saber that
I took on the role of columnist for the 8th Cavalry Association. I was asked by
the Board to take on this task following the death at our reunion in Columbus
that year of Mike “Mouse” McGhee, the previous columnist. I appreciate the
opportunity I have had to engage with so many of you over these eight years,
the ability to tell your stories and those of our ancestors in the 8th Cavalry. I
have been encouraged and honored by the stories told to me by those who have
served in WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf Wars and so many others. Now the
time has come to pass on this responsibility to someone who has been deeply
involved in our Association from its earliest days, James “TopGun” Dotson. I
wish you all the best in the years to come. Honor and Courage!

TAPS

We were notified of the death of the following:
BOHNSTENGEL, CPL Ervin L., A Btry, 82FA, 1943. 3 May 2019.
COPELLO, CSM (RET) Charles L., E Trp, 1-7 CAV, 1960. 7 May 2019.
GRAY, SFC (RET) Shawn E., 4-227 AVN, 1ACB, 2009. 30 June 2019.
HARRISON, SSG (RET) Dan A., A Co, 227 AVN, 1966-67. 3 July 2019.
LANDSTAD, SP4 John T., D Co, 2-5 CAV, 1965. 5 January 2019.
POTVIN, CW4 Robert F., 1BCT, 1966-67. 5 May 2019.
PUCKETT, SP4 Joseph A., C Co, 229 AVN. 8 June 2019.
SHEFFIELD, SSG Walter L. Jr, 1-12 CAV, 1965. 30 May 2019.
SMITH, MAJ (RET) Cecil, C Trp, 1-9 CAV, 1969. 5 May 2019.
SPENCE, COL (RET) Thomas H., HHC, 1CDH, 1965; HHB, DIVARTY, 1975;
HHC, 1CDH, 1977. 8 May 2019. (Division Chief of Staff 1977-78; Foundation
Trustee)
STAUFFER, LTC (RET) Wallace J., A Co, 1-5 CAV, 1966; HHC, 1-5 CAV,
1978. 8 June 2019.
VANSANT, Trooper George, C Trp, 1-9 CAV, 1967-68. 12 January 2019.

ACTIVE DUTY TAPS

We have been notified of the following non-combat Active Duty deaths.
GROVES, SPC Tyler J., 1CD, 2019. 11 May 2019.

Anyone who served within the
1st Cavalry Division
YOU earned the right to be a part of the elite
1ST CAVALRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION!
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Scions of the Regiment In this issue
of the Saber, we celebrate two scions
Jim Kurtz
of the 9th Cavalry. No, not those
5235 Nottinghill Lane
box-shaped mini-vans Toyota used
Fairfax, Virginia 22032
to make called Scions, but scions as
703-764-4489
defined at dictionary.com, meaning
kurtzjh@gmail.com
(1) a descendant, or (2) a shoot or
a twig, especially one cut for grafting or planting; a cutting.
First, the descendant. On June 19, LTG Paul Funk Jr. received his fourth star
and took command of U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command. GEN Funk
is the son of retired LTG Paul Funk Sr., former commander of A Troop, 1-9 Cav
in Vietnam. The son came to TRADOC after commanding III Corps at Fort
Hood, a command his father had held before him. Father and son were joined
for the occasion by two other scions of Apache Troop (below, left to right):
LTG (R) Paul Funk Sr. (Apache 6), Joe Bowen (Apache Red), GEN Paul Funk
Jr., and Rick Rowe (Apache Red before Joe).

The other scion, the one might be described as “a shoot or a twig” of the 9th
Cavalry, “especially one cut for grafting or planting,” is the next Chief of Staff
of the Army.
The May issue of Army (the Magazine of the Association of the United States
Army) brought news that GEN James C. McConville, the Vice Chief of Staff, had
been nominated to be the next Army Chief of Staff (to replace GEN Mark Milley,
who will become Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff). The article said GEN
McConville had “commanded C Troop, 2nd Squadron, 9th Cavalry Regiment.”
What? After all that trying to nail down where the 4th and 6th Squadrons came
from, there was a 2nd Squadron too? Yup, it turns out there was. There was a
5th Squadron, too, and the next Chief of Staff of the Army is a “shoot or a twig”
of that one as well.
GEN McConville’s bio says he was assigned in 1982 to the 2nd Squadron,
10th Cavalry Regiment (Reconnaissance), part of the 7th Infantry Division at
Fort Ord. While he was commanding C Troop in 1986-87, the 2nd of the 10th
was redesignated the 2nd of the 9th, making him a true son of both regiments.
Later, in 1994-1995, GEN McConville served as the Operations Officer of yet
another 9th Cavalry unit, the 5th Squadron, 9th Cavalry Regiment (Reconnaissance), assigned to the 25th Infantry Division (Light) in Hawaii.
In 1998-2000, he commanded the 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment,
assigned to the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) at Fort Campbell. Recall
that the 3rd Squadron, 17th Cavalry was the original Air Cavalry Squadron,
part of the 11th Air Assault Division (Test), later redesignated the 1st of the 9th
when the 11th Air Assault became the 1st Cav. Considering that today, the 7th
Squadron, 17th Cavalry (Attack/Reconnaissance) is part of the 1st Cavalry Division’s Combat Aviation Brigade, the next Army Chief of Staff has roots in two
cavalry units historically associated with the First Team, the 9th and the 17th.
But that’s not all that makes him a scion: he also commanded the division’s 4th
Brigade from 2002-2005, during which time the brigade spent a year deployed
to Operation Iraqi Freedom in Iraq.
As you can see from his official photo
below, GEN McConville wears what looks
like a 101st Airborne Division patch on his
right breast pocket. It’s called a combat
service ID badge, and it’s authorized to be
worn on the Army service/dress uniform and
the mess and evening mess uniforms, the
equivalent of the “combat patch” worn on
the right shoulder of fatigues and flight suits.
GEN McConville had two deployments with
Combined Joint Task Force-101 in Afghanistan, as the Deputy Commanding General
in 2008-09 and as the CG in 2013-14, so it’s
not surprising he’d choose that division’s
insignia to display on his uniform. But he
also commanded the 4th Brigade of the 1st
Cavalry Division in Iraq, and DA Pamphlet
670-1 says Soldiers who are authorized to
wear more than one combat service ID have
the option of choosing which they will wear. So maybe the next Chief can be
persuaded to have another photo taken, with a 1st Cav badge on his right breast
pocket, for display on bulletin boards at Fort Hood and elsewhere in Cav Country.
GEN McConville’s nomination to be the next Chief of Staff was confirmed by
the Senate on May 23. He and GEN Funk, the new TRADOC Commander, can
truly be called the offspring and/or offshoots of our regiment, and it is a pleasure,
on behalf of Veterans of the 17th and 9th Cavalry Regiments, to congratulate
them both and wish them every success in their new duties.
9th Cavalry Pieces-Parts
In three issues of the Saber, we’ve identified units of the 9th Cavalry Regiment
as follows:
1st Squadron and 1st Battalion
2nd Squadron
4th Squadron and 4th Battalion
5th Squadron
6th Squadron and 6th Battalion
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Makes you wonder if there was ever a 3rd Squadron, doesn’t it?
There was. The experts at the Center of Military History say the 3rd Squadron,
9th Cavalry, was the divisional reconnaissance squadron of the 79th Infantry
Division from 1959 to 1963.
What’s above accounts only for squadrons and battalions, the next level down
from regiment. There’s another whole category of separate Troops, such as F
Troop, 9th Cavalry, famed for its exploits at An Loc, Vietnam, in 1972. More
about those later, as information becomes available.
Troopers Still Missing/Unaccounted For: Last week the National League
of POW/MIA Families held its 50th annual meeting. There are 1,588 Americans now listed by the Department of Defense as missing and unaccounted for
from the Vietnam War, including 803 in what was then South Vietnam, and 48
in Cambodia. I know of at least five from the 1-9 Cav but hope to have a better
count by the next issue.
This was the first such meeting I ever attended, and I was surprised to learn that
many families of the missing and unaccounted for don’t have complete information
about the loved one they lost. Others at the meeting explained how information
provided to the families over the years was in the form of paper copies, mailed
to the Next of Kin at home or handed to the NOK at annual meetings. Parents
were often the official NOK, especially of those MIAs who were unmarried when
they went to Vietnam, and now, 50 years later, most of those parents are gone.
The brothers and sisters of the missing and unaccounted for moved on to their
own lives through the years, and who knows what might have happened to the
paper records collected by their parents? The Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency (DPAA) and the Army Casualty Office, part of Army Human Resources
Command at Fort Knox, are working to create an Internet-accessible data repository for family members, but there is no assurance that even those agencies have
complete files of all the documents generated over a period of decades.
If you have materials pertaining to a Vietnam casualty who was declared Missing in Action (MIA) or Killed in Action, Body Not Recovered (KIA-BNR), and
you would like to make those materials available to surviving family members,
including photographs of their loved one and your own recollections, please send
me an email and I will do my best to get you connected to the right channels.
None of us are getting any younger, so if you have something that would mean
something to the family of someone who did not come home from Vietnam,
share it now. (NOTE: the foregoing applies to anyone who reads this, not just
to Veterans of the 9th Cavalry Regiment.)
Reunion Reminders:
A Troop: 5-8 September 2019, Kansas City, MO. Contact Pam Hoskin,
<pamelahoskin@comcast.net>
B Troop: 10-13 October 2019, Branson, MO. Contact Bat Murtha, <batmurtha@yahoo.com>
C Troop: 28-30 September 2019, Gettysburg, PA. Contact Patrick Bieneman, <pcbnamin@verizon.net>
To Rest in Honored Glory
The deaths of two Vietnam Veterans of the 9th
Cavalry have been reported since the last issue.
George Vansant (left) was reported to have
passed away on January 12, 2019.
He was a member of the C Troop Blues in
1967-68.
Cecil Smith (right) was a Scout pilot in
Charlie Troop.
Patrick Bieneman reports
that shortly
after
his arrival in
C Troop, Cecil
became the pilot who taught every new pilot
how to fly a Scout mission. Patrick says everyone he ever heard talk about Cecil says he was
the best, and they give him credit for getting
them home.

May they Rest in Peace.
Wanted: News from Today’s 9th Cavalry This column is supposed to be
for and about all who’ve served in the 9th Cavalry, and for that to happen, your
scribe needs your input.
Commanders of the 1st Battalion, the 4th Squadron, and the 6th Squadron,
please consider designating a point of contact on your staff who can help me
share what your Troopers are up to.
Alumni of the 1st, 4th, and 6th—whether they were squadrons or battalions
when you were in them—please share your stories.
Jim Kurtz
Apache 03, 1970-71

1CDA SCHOLARSHIPS
Since our organization relies on the generosity of individuals
like YOU, we ask you to consider a donation to our scholarships.
The Association can only achieve its goals with the assistance
of generous donations. Without these donations, serving our
Soldiers, their Families and Veterans would not be possible.
All donations towards scholarships are tax-deductible. See
page 21 for further details.
THANK YOU!
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3 0 t h FA N e w s

“HARD CHARGERS”

Daniel P. Gillotti

4204 Berkeley Dr.
Sheffield Village, OH 44054
(440) 934-1750
FirstCav68@Roadrunner.com
www.HardChargers.Com

Greetings to all 1st Cav Troopers! On behalf of the Executive Board of the 30th
FA Regiment Association, I’d like to report that our 2019 Hardcharger Reunion
was a complete success. Our members and their family members stayed at the
Homewood Suites right here in my hometown of Sheffield Village, Ohio. Our
members made good use of the transportation we rented. The local attractions
that our members visit included as follows:
1: NFL Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio
2: Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in downtown Cleveland
3: Great Lakes Science Museum next to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
4: Museum of Natural History
5: The Cleveland Zoo
6: West Side Market
7: A Cleveland Indians Baseball Game
8: Women’s Air & Space Museum
9: The Mather Steamship
10: The US Cod WWII Submarine
11: Cedar Point Amusement Park
12: And a cruise on the Lake Erie Harbor and the River aboard the “GOOD TIMES”
ship
We are already working on our Reunion Plans for 2020. More information will be
coming in the near future!
End of Mission! Hardcharger 9G. Best regards! 1SG Daniel P. Gillotti, BS, MA.
MS!

THE DIRECTOR'S CHAIR
Continued from pg. 1

have chosen to stop having the Gold Star Breakfast due to a lack of participation.
We will be adding a lunch for the 50th Anniversary of the First Team in Cambodia. Additionally, next year is the 75th Anniversary of the Liberation of Manila.
Sooo, start planning your family vacation for Louisville 2020!
Hope all of you and your families had a great 4th of July and all fingers and
toes remained attached.

1ST CAVALRY DIVISION
historical overview dvd
1921-2006
5 or
$
r
o
1 f r $8!
2 fo

NOW

The 1st Cavalry Division is the most lethal
and powerful division in the U.S. Army. The
Soldiers of this distinguished Division are
recognized around the world for their courage,
honor and bravery. Travel through time and
witness legendary battles as Troopers share
their combat experiences. Over 30 interviews
combined with real Army war footage, their
stories come to life. 89minutes.

James R. Rollins

1566 FM 3258
Lufkin, TX 75904-0440
RollinsJ@consolidated.net
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T H E H I C C U P - Health Care
Informat ion Commit tee Report

VA launches new health care options under MISSION Act
VA Website - 6 June 2019 - https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/61286/valaunches-new-health-care-options-mission-act/

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) launched its new and improved
Veterans Community Care Program on June 6, 2019, implementing portions
of the VA Maintaining Internal Systems and Strengthening Integrated Outside
Networks Act of 2018 (MISSION Act), which both ends the Veterans Choice
Program and establishes a new Veterans Community Care Program.
The MISSION Act will strengthen the nationwide VA Health Care System by
empowering Veterans with more health care options. “The changes not only
improve our ability to provide the health care Veterans need, but also when and
where they need it,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “It will also put Veterans
at the center of their care and offer options, including expanded telehealth and
urgent care, so they can find the balance in the system that is right for them.”
Under the new Veterans Community Care Program, Veterans can work with
their VA health care provider or other VA staff to see if they are eligible to
receive community care based on new criteria. Eligibility for community care
does not require a Veteran to receive that care in the community; Veterans can
still choose to have VA provide their care. Veterans may elect to receive care in
the community if they meet any of the following six eligibility criteria:
• A Veteran needs a service not available at any VA medical facility.
• A Veteran lives in a U.S. state or territory without a full-service VA
medical facility. Specifically, this would apply to Veterans living in
Alaska, Hawaii, New Hampshire and the U.S. territories of Guam,
American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin
Islands.
• A Veteran qualifies under the “grandfather” provision related to
distance eligibility under the Veterans Choice Program. (20 - 40 Miles
from a VA Medical Facility based on location).
• VA cannot furnish care within certain designated access standards.
The specific access standards are described below:
o Drive time to a specific VA medical facility
o Thirty-minute average drive time for primary care, mental
health and noninstitutional extended care services.
o Sixty-minute average drive time for specialty care.
o Note: Drive times are calculated using geomapping software.
o Appointment wait time at a specific VA medical facility
o Twenty days from the date of request for primary care, mental
health care and noninstitutional extended care services, unless
the Veteran agrees to a later date in consultation with his or
her VA health care provider.
o Twenty-eight days for specialty care from the date of request,
unless the Veteran agrees to a later date in consultation with
his or her VA health care provider.
• The Veteran and the referring clinician agree it is in the best medical
interest of the Veteran to receive community care based on defined
factors.
• VA has determined that a VA medical service line is not providing care
in a manner that complies with VA’s standards for quality based on
specific conditions.
The VA MISSION Act:
• Strengthens VA’s ability to recruit and retain clinicians.
• Authorizes “Anywhere to Anywhere” telehealth across state lines.
• Empowers Veterans with increased access to community care.
• Establishes a new urgent care benefit that eligible Veterans can access
through VA’s network of urgent care providers in the community.
For more information, visit <www.missionact.va.gov>.

Documentary DVD
Historical Overview 1921-2006
Quantity_______			

Amount Due: $_______

Form of Payment:
Cash

Check Enclosed

Credit Card

Credit Card # ___________________________________
Exp Date: ________ CVV on back: ________

The National WWI Museum and Memorial, located in Kansas City, MO is
pleased to present a groundbreaking exhibition on one of the most controversial
events of the 20th century: the Vietnam War.
Name on Card: 							
The traveling exhibition is on loan from the New-York Historical Society. This
Signature:
								
special exhibition opens Veterans Day Weekend 2019 and runs through Memorial Day Weekend 2020. To conclude The Vietnam War:1945-1975, the AVTT
Phone #:
								
Travelling Vietnam Wall will be on the grounds of the Museum and Memorial
from May 15-25, 2020, and open to the public free of charge.
Name:
							
Address:
								 The exhibition features chronological and thematic analysis of the Vietnam
										War. The exhibition spans U.S. involvement in Indochina from 1945 to 1975
and incorporates perspectives that cover both the home front and war front. The
exhibition also includes interpretive displays, digital media, artwork, artifacts,
photographs and documents. Visitors experience seeing a Troopship berthing
Mail to:
1st Cavalry Division Association			
unit, antiwar posters, artwork by Vietnam Veterans, the Pentagon Papers and
		
302 N. Main St. 				
historical film footage.
		
Copperas Cove, TX 76522		
For more information, contact Paige Perlik, Vice President of Corporate Engagement, 816-888-8137 or email at <pperlik@theworldwar.org>. To learn more,
SHIPPING IS FREE
visit the website at <theworldwar.org>.

JULY/AUGUST 2019

saber

DIVISION DOINGS
Continued from pg. 1

division headquarters, the Spirit of the Cav Ceremony and the alumni banquet.
MG Paul Calvert (pictured below), 1st Cav Div commanding general, spent
time at most of these events and was moved by
what he saw. “This week has been absolutely
humbling for me to be a part of because of you,”
Calvert said at the banquet Saturday evening.
“Y’all have absolutely charged my batteries
every single day, and I’ve been fired up every
opportunity I have had to be around you. To hear
your stories, to hear your commitment and love
for the division, and probably more importantly,
your commitment and love for one another – it is
truly humbling. And I am proud to have had the
opportunity to be a part of this.” Calvert praised
the Veterans of the First Team for their continued contributions to the division
and the nation.
“You are living examples of people who have made a difference for those on
your left and your right,” Calvert said. “You know how to put an arm around
a guy and give him a hug and cry on each other’s shoulders. You know how
to pick up the phone and call someone who is in need and give him a word of
encouragement and let him know that you are there to support him. You are
there to look our young kids in the eye, share your experiences, and help them to
see the pride and the ownership of what it means to serve in this division. You
make a difference day in and day out – to one another, to our formation, and
you continually make a difference by who you are and what you stand for – for
our nation.” Calvert ended his address with a call to action for the alumni of
the First Team.
“As I said before, my challenge to you is to stay focused on selling the great
things that you and your generations have done for our country, and what this
division has done for you,” Calvert said. “To enhance a small population who
is really willing to serve – and that is only about one percent at this point in
time – to see and understand the value and the importance to being committed to
something bigger than yourself. That being our nation, the divisions that make
up our Army, and each other on our left and right. Thank you for the difference
that you make.”
Next year’s alumni reunion is scheduled to be held in Louisville, Kentucky.
The next Cav Week held at Fort Hood is scheduled for the Fall of 2021 and will
coincide with the 1st Cav Division’s centennial celebration.

1st Cavalry Division Hosting Cav Week to Honor All Troopers,
Past And Present by Lana Husband Herald Correspondent

FORT HOOD - Approximately 200 family members, along with Troopers past
and present, came together from all over the United States in celebration of the
legacy, lineage and heritage of the 1st Cavalry Division during Cav Week Open
House at Fort Hood on Thursday.
“Any connection that we can make to the alumni of the 1st Cavalry Division is
hugely important for our Soldiers to understand the lineage and for the Veterans
to see what our Army looks like today,” said CSM James Light, the top enlisted
Soldier for the division’s 1st Armored Combat Brigade.
Kicking off the event was the 1st Cavalry Division Horse Detachment demonstration and tour of the stables where attendees learned about the kind of work it
takes to keep their team ready for their countless cavalry charges around the world.
Attendees also had opportunities to try their hands at simulators for the Bradley
Fighting Vehicle, M1A1 Abrams battle tank, Blackhawk helicopter and Apache
helicopter. Attendees also had up-close looks at a variety of manned and unmanned vehicle displays, weapons and a tour of the 1st Cavalry Division Museum.
SPC Paul Walker from 7-17th Air Cavalry Brigade, assisted guests with understanding the Shadow 200 unmanned aerial vehicle. “I’m meeting a lot of
cool people with different backgrounds — mostly Vietnam Vets,” said Walker.
“Some of their stories were sad stories but some of them were telling us how we
are doing a lot more for a bunch of different people. And it means a lot. Coming
from them, who have done a lot more than I will probably ever do, it means a lot.”
One such Vietnam Veteran that came to visit was Purple Heart recipient J.R.
Beard from Liberty, North Carolina. Beard came to Fort Hood for the first time
with the hopes to learn more about how the cavalry has evolved over the years.
But Beard also got the opportunity to reconnect with four of his old battle buddies
from his time with E Co, 1-7 Cav. The group forged a unique bond after the loss of
over 50% of their reconnaissance
company outside of Long Binh
in Vietnam. And while Beard
carries the pain of his unit’s loss
with him every day, he forges
on. Focusing his life not on
the tragedy but rather the lives
of those that are still with him.
Which is why the 1st Cavalry
Division and the Soldiers in it
hold such an esteemed place in
his heart, he said.
“It’s a band of people that have
served together, bled together,
Former E Co 1-7 Cav members: John Parente, that lived together - it’s a very
J.R.Beard, Beeny Cooper pictured above
strong brotherhood,” said Beard.

Newly Renovated 1st Cavalry Division Headquarters Now
Officially Open

FORT HOOD - The three-year renovation of the 1st Cavalry Division
Headquarters at Fort Hood is complete and the ribbon cutting ceremony took
place Friday. The total cost of the renovation was around $62 million, according
to CW3 Edgar Espiritu. The new renovations on the three-story building were
finished in December. Most of the division’s Soldiers who work there have
moved into the building and are performing their daily duties in the

Continued to pg. 21
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11th ANNUAL VETERANS DAY DINNER
$60 per TICKET
Monday, 11 November 2019

NAME: ________________________________ UNIT:________________
GUEST NAMES:______________________________________________:
_____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
AMOUNT: $_______ # Tickets:_______Credit Card:_______Check:_______
NAME ON CARD:______________________________________________
CREDIT CARD #______________________________________________
EXP DATE:____________

CVV # on back: ____________

SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________
					
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY & LEGIBLY
Mail to:

1st Cavalry Division Association
302 N. Main St.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-1703

You can fill out the above Veterans Day Dinner form and return in the mail
or go to our website, <www.1CDA.org> Click on the button to download the
form, print the form, fill out and mail with payment to the Association office in
Copperas Cove, Texas.

1 s t C AVA L R Y D I V I S I O N A S S O C I A T I O N
11 T H A N N U A L WA S H I N G T O N D . C .
V E T E R A N S D AY D I N N E R

The William A. Richardson National Capitol Regional Chapter in conjunction
with the 1st Cavalry Division Association will host the 11th Annual First Team
Veterans Day Dinner at 1900 hours on Monday evening, 11 November 2019
at the Crowne Plaza Washington National Airport Hotel, 1480 Crystal Drive,
Arlington, Virginia. The guest speaker has yet to be identified.
• A host bar will be open at 1800 and dinner will begin at 1900 hours.
• For dinner reservations please send $60 per ticket to the 1st Cavalry
Division Association, 302 N. Main St., Copperas Cove, TX 76522-1703.
• Full payment must be received no later than 25 October 2019.
• We can accept all credit cards – ensure that your card number and
expiration dates are written correctly and legibly.
• Provide your name, address, unit you served with and the name(s) of
your guests with your payment.
Tickets will be available for pickup in the 1st Cavalry Division Association
Hospitality Suite or at the door to the banquet room.
HOTEL INFORMATION:
The event will be held at the Crowne Plaza Washington National Airport
Hotel located at 1480 Crystal Drive in Arlington, Virginia.
Reserve your rooms at the rate of $142 per night plus tax with free parking
prior to 5 October 2019. Call 703-416-1600 and tell them you are with the 1st
Cavalry Division.
HISTORY
This year marks the First combat in the history of the Division. Task Force
Brewer, commanded by Brigadier General William Chase, landed on the South
shore of Hyane Harbor on the Island of Los Negros. The assault force was the
2nd Squadron, 5th Cavalry Regiment, led by Lieutenant Colonel William Lobit.
The 99th Field Artillery Battalion was also brought ashore. The assault began
after 0800 hours. By 0950 hours Momote Airfield was taken. The Task Force
had secured a foothold on the island by noon. From afternoon until dark patrols
were sent out and the troops set up a perimeter.
ACTIVITIES
Wreaths will be placed at the World War II, Korean War, and Vietnam
Memorials as they are each year on Veterans Day, 11 November. The ceremony
conducted at the World War II Memorial begins at 0900, the ceremony at
the Vietnam Memorial begins at 1300 hours, and the Korean War Memorial
ceremony is at 1600. Join us in D.C. for Veterans Day.
To tour the U.S. Capitol, White House, and the Pentagon you must coordinate
your visit in advance.

We hope to see new faces joining us this year!

Page 12

saber

JULY/AUGUST 2019

2019 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION REUNION ATTENDEES:

David Adcock, Robert Adkins, Robert Ahern, Gibson Albert, Todd Allison,
Paul Amrhein, Craig Anderson, Robert Ankeney, Herman Anthony, Ray B.
Armer, Aaron Augustus, Henry Avila
Joseph Badiak, John Balasa, Tony Ballman, David Barker, L. Don Barton,
JR Beard, James Beck, David Benner, Max Bennett, James Benso, Russell
Bernhardt, Gumersindo Berrios, Eugene Beyer, LTC Kevin Black, Phillip
Blake, Butch Bottimore, Robert Bowles, Barbara Boxley, Clifford Boxley,
Gerald Bozarth, LTC Kevin Bradley, James Bragger, Paul Braun, LTC Chris
Brautigam, Michael Brennan, William Brower, Charlie Brown, James Burn,
LTC Rett Burroughs, Lloyd Butler, Tommy Bye
John Cahill, MG Paul Calvert, Thomas Campbell, Michael Campbell, Barrett
Carleton, COL Steven Carozza, William Carpenter, Thomas Carr, David Carrillo, Charles Cassidy, George Cesena, Robert Chambers, LTC Indera Chandler,
LTC Thomas Chandler, Ronald Chastain, Alan Christy, Michael Clark, Gerald
A. Clement, David Clemons, Douglas Coles, Jim Compton, Benny Cooper,
Harold Costello, Thomas Crabtree, Raymond Craig, Fred Crowell, Charles
Crow, Ruperto Cruz, Dannie Cummings, David Currin, Lawrence Curtis
Orgene Davis, Russell Davis, Howard O. Dean, Gary Decoteau, Alvino Deimes,
Donal Delsing, Thomas DeYoung, Harry Diamond, Kenneth Dies, Eric Distad,
Samuel Dixon, John Donaghue, Glynn Donaho, Charles Donahoo, William D.
Dooley, Allen Dorey, James Dotson, James DuBois, Walter Dunaway, Fred
Duncan, Daryl Durbin, CJ DuShane, Charles Dykes
Ron Eastman, Byron Edgecomb, James O. Epperson, David E. Estrada, Robert
Etzwiler, Doug Evans

Michael Parkhill, Robert Patterson, Jack Pellington, Shawn Perry, John Pike,
William A. Pomeroy, Gail Porter, CSM Shane Pospisil, Eric Putt, Gregory
Pylman

Robert Raab, Gilbert Ramirez, Ron Rash, Jack Reed, Jim Regan, Sonny Reyes,
Frank Richardson, John S. Rike, Stephen Ristagno, William Rizi, Daniel Roberts, Ed Robinson, Sebastian Rodriguez, James Rohret, James Rollins, Robert
Ross, Nick Ruggiero, Steven E. Russell, J. David Russell, J. Stephania Ryan
Rolando Salazar, LTC Kevin Salge, Fernando A. Salinas, Roberto Saucedo,
Stephen Saunders, Terry Schaack, Greg Schlieve, COL Michael Schoenfeldt,
Eldon Screws, Steve Shear, Bill Shepherd, Richard Sherwood, Conroy Shields,
Jonathan Shockley, Howard Shute, Scott Sjule, Terrance Skipper, Michael Smith,
Allan Smith, Deriek Smith, Thomas Smith, Reyes Sonny, Phil Sparks, Jeffrey
Spenzer, Jeff Spratt, Thomas StGermain, Elvin Stelling, Gary Stine, James
Stokely, Richard Sweeney, Charles Sweeney, Karl Swenson, Jamie Swidecki,
BG Brett Sylvia
Pete Tattersall, CSM Janet Thomas, Edward L. Times, Lynn Titus, Harold Truitt
Gary Ullom
Pelenato Valiuu, Rick VanDeurzen, Michael VanKirk, Glen Vela, Gerry F.
Ventrella, Gary Vickers, John Vincent, Michael Vuolo
Bruce Wagner, LTC Gloria Walker, Mike Walvatne, Terry Wanish, CPT Daryll
Waters, Dennis Webster, Robert Wellmaker, Harris P. Wells, Thomas Werlinger,
Steven Werner, Neal Whetsel, LB White, Jim Wiginton, August Wilganoski,
Joe Wilgeroth, Tina Wilgeroth, Terry Williams, B. Scott Wilson, COL Jeremy
Wilson, Robert Wilson, Charles Windham, Marcus Wooley, Dara Wydler

Sam Fantino, James Faulkner, Paul Ronnie Fesmire, Richard Fish, Howard
Fisher, John D. Floyd, John Footman, COL Brett Forbes, Neil Fread, Stanley
Freeborn, Al Freeland

Chris Yarbrough, George York

CSM Lonnie Gabriel, Joseph Gallagher, Ken Gallagher, Richard Galvan, Jerry
Gann, John Garmong, James Garrett, Rolando Garza, Bennie Gentry,Donald
M. Gibson, Joseph Gilcrest, Robert Gill, Harold Givens, Ralph Gooch, Anthony
Grasso, David Gray, David Gregory, Melvin Gregory, James Grisham, LTC
Rich Groen, William Grogan, Albert Guarnieri, Gerry Gudinas, Carl Guerinoni, John Guillory, Tommy Guinn, Bennett Guthrie, Anthony Gutierrez,
Andy Guzman, Ted Gwillim

1st Cav Honor Guard & 1st Cav Band

Thomas B. Hager, Rodney Halford, Steven P. Hammond, David Hancock,
James Hancock, William Hand, Tommy Harris, Clarence Hartfield, Tom
Hartin, Gary Hauser, Jack Headrick, Robert Heintz, Lawrence Hempfling,
Jose Heredia, John Hershberger, Howard Hill, Tommy Hinsley, Leon Hinton,
Ryan Hodge, Tim Hodge, Jeffery Hof, Glen Hoffa, Thomas Holcombe, Stanley Holewa, LTC Neil Hollenbeck, Michael Hoopaugh, Tyson Horn, William
Hornbuckle, Don Howell, Larry Hubbard, J E Hutter
Thomas R. Idema, Larry Israel
Philip Johndrow, Bert Johnson, Frank S. Johnson, Bruce Johnson, Doug
Johnston, Patrick Jones, Clifton Jones, Donald Jones

George Zuniga

STAFF
1CDA: Karleen Maloney, Tina Wilgeroth GIFT SHOP: Michelle Napolitano
VOLUNTEERS
Pam Campbell, Sue Anne Evans, Virginia Maloney, Betty Mause, Heidi & Neva,
Erica Tenpenny, Sandra & Tyler Webster
CROSSED SABER CHAPTER VOLUNTEERS
Jason Cain, Mike Campbell, Clarence Carson, Devester Carthan, Doug Evans,
Deriek Smith, Dennis Webster, Joe Wilgeroth
GOLF TOURNAMENT MASTERMINDS:
Tony Cole, Doug Evans, Tim Hodge & Lezlie Mcnew, Scott Sjule
GIFT SHOP VOLUNTEERS:
Amy & Chloe Hudgens, Kelly & Terry Maddox, Jack Pellington, Daniel & Gian
Pulido, Heidi & Neva Sjule, Tyler Webster

Raymond Kangas, James Kasmer, Richard Kaye, Ron Killingsworth, Smith
Kim, Harry King, J.D. Kirby, David Kirk, Richard Kroon, Robert Kunicki
Gerald Larson, Carl Lawrence, James T. Lawrence, John Lebrun, Wayne
Lechner, Carl Lee, William Lee, Craig Leerberg, Michael Lewellen, Michael
Lidbetter, CSM James Light, James Loman, Jeff Lopau, Norman E. Lorsung,
LTC Tasha Lowery, David Lutgen, Roger Lutz, Allen Lynch, Patrick Lyons
Terry Maddox, Karleen Maloney, John Margenau, Jamie Marroquin, Oscar
Martinez, Douglas Matze, Richard Maynard, Kirk McCullough, James McDonough, Charles McGregor, John McNiff, Robby McPhail, Marcario Mejia,
Kristi Meldrum, Kirk Metcalf, Hugh C. Millar, Bill Miller, Frank Minosky,
Thomas Mitchell, Victor R. Mitchell, Michael Mitchell, James Montgomery,
1LT Andrew Moody, Richard Moody, LTC Stacy Moore, Friedrich Morawietz,
Kim Morelock, Tommy Moser, Lonnie Mundy
Michelle Napolitano, Patrick Nardi, James Neeley, Maxwell Nelson, Marty
Nelson, James Noel, Allen Norris

2019 REUNION
RAFFLE PRIZE
WINNERS

Charlie Ochoa, Joseph P. O’Connor, Donald Ogden, A. Wayne Okken, Gary
Oliver, John Orr
John Parente, Terry Park, John Parker, Raynauld Parker, Keyron Parker,

Not pictured:
Charles Dykes who won the rifle and Judy Ross won the wooden flag.
WINGS Luncheon

Thank you all who bought raffle tickets! We raised close to $8800,
which will cover 7, 1 year scholarships! Outstanding!
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Killeen, TX
08 June 2019

The meeting of the membership of the 1st Cavalry Division Association was
called to order by the President of the Association, Allen O. Norris, at 0902 hours
with a quorum present.
The President welcomed everyone to the meeting and recognized the passing
of several members of the Association since our last reunion. Those mentioned
were COL (Ret) Lyman C. Duryea (Chan) and COL (Ret) James W. Booth (Pete).
He then led the members present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America.
The minutes of the 2018 meeting of the membership of the 1st Cavalry Division
Association held in Charleston, WV on 23 June 2018 were approved as written.
Minutes were published in the July/August 2018 Saber and posted on the bulletin
board in the reunion room for the past three days. The reading of the minutes
was waived. A motion to accept the 2018 minutes was made by Mike Vuolo and
seconded by Daryl Durbin. The motion was carried by the membership.
The President asked the Secretary to present the Nominating Committee
Report to the membership. Dara Wydler read the names nominated for office
as recommended by the Nominating Committee to the membership. They are:
President:		 Allen O. Norris
1st Vice President/President Elect:		 Scott L. Sjule
2nd Vice President:		 Richard A. Kaye
3rd Vice President:		 Donald R. Smolinski
			
Board of Governors:
Barbara Boxley		 Starr Corbin
Sam Dixon		 Bob Heintz
Ryan Hodge		 Philip Johndrow
John McNiff		 James Norman
Jim Bob Rollins		 Glen Vela
Exec Foundation Trustee: Pete Tattersall
Foundation Trustee: Rosey Carter
Exec Museum Foundation Trustee: Terry Maddox
Museum Foundation Trustee: Jim Bob Rollins
The President conducted a roll call of the nominees and opened the floor for
further nominations. In the absence of nominations from the floor, nominations
were closed, a motion was made to accept the report as written by Gail Porter,
and a second motion was made by Dennis Webster. The motion was approved
by the membership with one Nay vote from Ryan Hodge.
David A. Lutgen, Chairman of the Finance and Budget Committee, provided a
report on the financial status of the Association. His report covered the period of
31 March 2019. He reported that the assets of the Association were $2,556,356,
which is up $85,219. The liabilities for the Association are $62,245, which are
primarily unexpired Saber subscriptions. The fund balance, which is the net
worth of the Association, is $2,494,112, which is up $80,215 for the period. The
Market Value of our investment is $4,467,321, which is an increase of $137,402.
The unrealized earnings from investments are $2,017,855, which is an increase of
$92,407 from last year. The Association currently owns $1,655,037 in high-grade
bonds, which produces an annual income of $71,327. The Association contributes
$12,000 to the Foundation each year. The Chairman of the Committee reported
that the Association was in good financial shape.
The Executive Trustee of the Foundation of the 1st Cavalry Division Association,
Peter Tattersall, provided a report on the Foundation for the period 31 March 2019.
The Foundation is made up of two segments the Foundation (Base) and the Ia
Drang Scholarship Fund. The total assets of the Foundation are $1,258,409, an
increase of $67,563. The Foundation (Base) assets are $1,102,395 an increase
of $42,672 or 4 percent. The Ia Drang portion of the assets is $156,014, which
is up $24,897 or 19 percent. Liabilities, which are payments due to administer
our accounts, are $7,500. The fund balance, or net worth of the Foundation, is
$1,250,909, which is down $67,563. The Foundation portion of the fund balance
is $1,094,895, an increase of $42,672. The Ia Drang portion of the fund balance
is $156,014, up $24,891. The Market Value of the Foundation’s investments as
of 31 March was $1,896,086, down $112,459 from last year, an increase of 6.3
percent. The Ia Drang share of their securities is $207,685, down $23,993. The
Foundation Base had unrealized earnings of $868,497 which is up $110,409.
The Ia Drang Fund has unrealized earnings of $58,657. The Foundation Base
has high-grade commercial bonds in the portfolio, which are valued at $546,367.
The bonds produce an annual income of $23,747 providing an annual yield of 4.3
percent. The Ia Drang bonds are valued at $91,287, which produced an annual
income of $3,874 (yield of 4.2 percent). The Foundation has a more conservative
approach to investments based on the closing out of the Ia Drang Fund. The
Foundation Trustees estimate that the Ia Drang Fund will run out of money in
December 2023 depending on the market and the number of scholarships provided
to students. The Foundation provides scholarships to the children of those killed
in action and the children of those that are 100% permanently disabled, and to
active duty Troopers and their spouses. The Ia Drang fund provides scholarships
to grandchildren of Troopers in specified units that were active participants in
the battles.
The Executive Trustee of the 1st Cavalry Division Association Museum Foundation, W. Terry Maddox provided a report on the Museum Foundation financials
for the period 31 March 2019. A full brief (dating back to 2009) was provided
on the Mounted Warfare Museum:
• Initial brief had the cost at 130 million and the size would be 80K to 100K
square feet. Expected the fundraising would be complete is 7-9 years or
would stop the pursuit of a new museum after two years if fundraising was
not going as planned.
• Now the construction of the new museum will be done in eight phases, with
the first phase costing around 11.3 million and the size was reduced to 28K
square feet of which 13K would be exhibit space; still no expected start date
for groundbreaking/construction.
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The current 1 Cavalry Division Museum is still viable and will remain so
two years after a new museum is built and operational (as per Center of
Military History).
• Most of the current artifacts located in our museum will be packed up and
stored at various Army Depots around the country. No specific plan for
vehicle park; the vehicles may or may not stay at Fort Hood.
The Executive Director, Dara Wydler provided the membership with a briefing on Association Programs. Dara thanked the members for their generous
contributions to the 2019 calendar with over $24,000 in donations collected
since November 2018. The location and dates for the next Veterans Day were
announced, November 9-12, 2019 at the Crowne Plaza Washington National (in
Crystal City). This year marks the anniversary of the Division’s first combat in
its storied history. Task Force Brewer, commanded by BG William Chase, landed
on the south shore of the Hyane Harbor on the Island of Los Negros. The dates
of the 2020 reunion in Louisville, KY were announced (10-14 June 2020) and the
main hotel will be the Crowne Plaza Louisville Airport. The membership was
also informed of the pending dates for the 2021 reunion celebrating the Division’s
100th birthday. Since no chapters turned in packets for the 2022 reunion, the BOG
determined Dayton, OH to be the location. Allen Norris asked the membership
for a motion to accept Dayton as the 2023 reunion. Motion to accept was made
by Daryl Durbin and seconded by Tim Hodge; accepted by the members present.
New Business brought to the membership concerns Fort Hood reunions. The
Board of Governors decided to move home reunions to every third year. The
next home reunion after 2021 will be in 2024.
Jim Bob Rollins was asked to present the highway signs to our members. He
acknowledged the hard work that started nearly 20 years ago by Bob Tagge. He
further acknowledged Rich Kaye in his efforts to complete what Bob started years
ago. Rich Kaye reached out to members of the Texas State Legislature who were
submitting a bill to rename HWY 14 to the Purple Heart Trail. Rich convinced
those men to change the name to the First Cavalry Division Veterans Highway,
which passed at all stages, and will soon be signed by Gov. Abbot. The Association has agreed to pay the $12,000 for each sign. Jim Bob has worked with the
sign makers and the 7’ by 19’ signs will now read 1st Cavalry Divisions Veterans
Highway. The members were informed that sometime after the 1st of September
2019, as they drive the stretch of HWY 14 between Belton and Copperas Cove,
they will see the new signs.
Tommy Harris and the Executive Committee why there was no memorial in
place at Fort Benning? Dennis Webster addressed the members stating that the
membership had voted not to emplace memorials at every museum except at the
Division Headquarters, Cooper Field, on Fort Hood. Tommy handed the board
members packets on the memorial and asked that it be considered at the next
board meeting in February 2020.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 0959 hours.
		
							Dara C. Wydler
							Secretary
•

st

12th Cav

Gulf War Luncheon

Mike, Mike, Mike

2020 Reunion Information:
The 73rd Annual 1st Cavalry Division Association Reunion will
be 10-14 June 2020 in Louisville, Kentucky.
Registration will START early November with a cutoff date of
Monday May 25. Walk in/late fees will DOUBLE if you register
after May 25 2020.
Your hotel reservations can be made at Crowne Plaza Louisville
Airport Expo Center, 830 Phillips Ln, Louisville, KY 40209, by
calling 1-888-233-9527 OR use the online link provided by the hotel
<htpps://book.passkey.com/e/49951844>.
Room rates are $124/night.
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LRRP/Ranger News
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Hello from the nation’s
capital. The Rolling Thunder
Ken White
motorcycle procession drew
3834 Inverness Road
a very large number of riders
Fairfax, VA 22033
and spectators on Memorial
(703) 989-7630
Day Weekend in the nation’s
KenWhite68@yahoo.com
capital, as was expected. This
year’s procession marked the final ‘Thunder Run’ ride in the nation’s capital,
according to the event’s organizers, so everyone who ever wanted to ride in it
and hadn’t, was there. The number was possibly the largest in the history of
the event or at least the largest that I have seen in the 31 years that I have been
participating in it, both as a rider- one year -and as a spectator. As an indication
of the increase in the number of riders, the number who participated in The Ride
of the Patriots pre-ride from the Patriot Harley-Davidson dealership in Fairfax
– one of the many staging areas in the Washington, D.C. area for the pre-ride
to the Pentagon - was about double the number that participated in years past.
This year, it took more than one and one-half hours for all of the bikes in the
dealership parking lot and those lined-up along Rte 50 east-bound to exit onto
I-66 under police escort for the pre-ride to the Pentagon. In years past, it took
maybe one hour. Also, the media reported that it took well beyond the four
hours that it took in years past for all of the bikes to exit the Pentagon parking
lots, cross over the Memorial Bridge into the nation’s capital, and file past The
Wall on Constitution Avenue. By the way, the Saluting Marine was there the
whole time standing on a traffic island in the middle of Constitution Avenue
holding a salute to the inbound riders. However, this year there were three of
them – one would hold the salute while the other two stood under a tree in the
shade waiting their turn.
Rolling Thunder began in
1987 in the nation’s capital as
a way to call attention by way
of a demonstration to the POW/
MIA issue from the Vietnam War.
The first procession was held on
Memorial Day Weekend 1988.
Approximately 2,500 motorcyclists
from across the country converged
on Washington, D.C. to demand
from our government leaders a full
accounting of all POWs/MIAs from
the Vietnam War and from all of our
Ride of the Patriots to the Pentagon
nation’s previous wars. Each year
since then, the number of riders and spectators participating in the event has
grown significantly, and today the Rolling Thunder procession is a world-class
spectacle that attracts riders and spectators from all over the world. It is still a
demonstration, but it is also a show of patriotism, and it is uniquely American.
The leaders of Rolling Thunder have said that the event cost $200,000 annually
to stage, which includes the cost of security and clean-up for the parking areas
at the Pentagon where the procession is organized for the actual ride across the
Memorial Bridge into the nation’s capital. Apparently, the Pentagon security
force has mandated additional security measures for the parking areas that will
add additional costs to the event, which the Rolling Thunder organizers say
they don’t have. According to the organizers, these costs can only be met if
concession stands selling food and merchandise are allowed in the Pentagon
parking areas with some opportunity for sponsorship. As I understand it from
the media reports, the Pentagon security force will not agree to this.
Rolling Thunder was incorporated as a not-for-profit organization in 1995
and today has more than 90 chapters worldwide. The organizers have said “that
next year there will be regional events organized by regional chapters to honor
those killed in action and those who were prisoners of war.”
On a related topic, the Memorial Day Observance at The Wall drew a very large
crowd. The keynote speakers were two Gold Star Daughters who were sisters:
BG (Dr.) Sharon Bannister, USAF, and Rebecca Rush. BG Bannister is the
Deputy Assistant Director of Education and Training, Defense Health Agency,
Department of Defense; and, Rebecca Rusch is an author, world-class athlete,
and adventure. Their father CPT Stephen Rusch, USAF, was the weapons
systems officer in an F-4E Phantom II aircraft that was shot down over the Ho
Chi Minh Trail in Saravan Province, Laos, by enemy ground fire, on March 7,
1972. (Note, the Laotian government changed the name of Saravan Province to
Salavan Province some years after the Vietnam War ended.) Saravan Province
was located immediately across the South Vietnam/Laotian border adjacent to
the A Shau Valley and Signal Hill in northwest South Vietnam where the 1st
Cav conducted Operation Delaware in the spring of 1968. CPT Rusch’s plane
was the number two aircraft in a flight of two. When it was cleared to begin
its second run over enemy targets, the flight leader of the number one aircraft
lost sight of it and observed enemy ground fire followed by a large explosion.
All attempts to establish radio contact with the plane were unsuccessful. An
immediate search was begun, but it
too was unsuccessful.
In 1995, a joint U.S./Lao
People’s Democratic Republic
(L.P.D.R.) team, led by the Joint
POW/MIA Accounting Command
(JPAC), investigated the incident
and interviewed several Laotian
citizens, one of who led the teams
to the crash site and helped the
teams find the wreckage.
In 2002-2003, joint U.S. and
Laotian teams conducted two
excavations of the crash site where BG Shannon Bannister Stephania Ryan
they recovered human remains.
Scientists from JPAC and from the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory
in Hawaii used mitochondrial DNA and dental comparisons to identify the
remains. They were those of CPT Rusch. The remains were interned at
Arlington National Cemetery on November 30, 2007.
In 2015, CPT Rusch’s daughter, Rebecca Rusch, a 7x World Champion
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athlete, traveled by bicycle the entire length of the 1,200-mile long Ho Chi Minh
Trail through Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia in search of the crash site that
claimed the life of her father. A film crew followed her the entire way filming
the journey. A documentary film, Blood Road, was produced from it. If you
are interested in viewing some footage of the Ho Chi Minh Trail, 40 years after
the war ended, go to <http://www.youtube.com> on your computer, enter Blood
Road in the search field, and select Blood Road, Official Trailer.
Lastly, the names of nine service members who were repatriated in 2018 were
added to The Wall on Memorial Day. Seven of the nine were Air Force or Navy
pilots who flew bombing missions over Laos and North Vietnam. The eighth
one was an Army pilot who flew top secret reconnaissance missions in an OV-1
Mohawk fixed-wing aircraft over the Ho Chi Mink Trail in Laos, counting the
number of enemy troops traveling down the trail to South Vietnam. The ninth
member was his observer/sensor operator. There are still more than 1,500
service members unaccounted for from the Vietnam War.
On a different note, the 65th Annual Virginia International Tattoo (i.e., military
music festival), also known as NATOFest, was held recently in Norfolk, Virginia.
It is the largest spectacle of military splendor and might in the United States, and
according to LTC Jim Wright (1967), “it is the gold standard and mother of all
military tattoos. Most or all of the NATO countries participate in it and tend to
go all out with bands, demonstrations, exhibits, and military units providing an
astounding display of inspirational military music, majestic massed pipes and
drums, show-stopping drill team maneuvers, colorful and elegant dancers, and
more, honoring the NATO Alliance and its members nations. It is preceded by
the huge NATO Parade of Nations and has an associated fair-like atmosphere to
it with unique foods and demonstrations.”
NATOFest is sponsored by NATO in conjunction with the Virginia Arts
Festival. Many of the events are free and are open to the public while others
require tickets. The events are held at various locations in downtown Norfolk,
such as Scope Arena, Scope Plaza, and Norfolk’s waterside Town Point Park.
Many of the events include guest speakers from the various branches of the
military and include recipients of the Medal of Honor from the Afghanistan,
Iraq, and Vietnam Wars. The events stretch over a two-week period in late April
and early May. Norfolk is home to the world’s largest naval base and is home
to NATO’s North America Command.
For information on NATOFest 2020, please go to <http://www.yahoo.com>
and enter Virginia International Tattoo 2020 in the search bar. NATOFest 2020
will mark the 66th annual NATO military tattoo. Hope to see you there.
On a different note, I received the following email from
Fred Alber (1971-72). “Hey guys, I am throwing a Hail
Mary as a last attempt to put closure on a chapter of my
life. I was in Vietnam from 1971 to 1972 and returned
home in May 1972. Elvis W. Osborne, Jr. (Ozzie) and
I went to NCO School, Airborne School, and Ranger
School together, and we got assigned to L Co in Vietnam
together. When L Co stood down, we both went to H Co.
It was an honor and privilege to serve alongside him.”
“I rotated back to the world in May. Unfortunately,
SGT Osborne still had time to do so he stayed in
Vietnam. Some years later, I went online to view the H
Co website and saw that 9 June 72 was a very bad day
for H Co. SGT Osborne and SP4 Jeffrey Maurer made
the ultimate sacrifice on that day. Over the years, I have
wondered what happened on that mission. So, this letter
is directed to any Ranger who might know or who might Elvis W. Osborne
know how I could find out what happened. Fred Alber. (Rabbi).”
I went over to the National Archives recently and
pulled the after-action reports for the June 7, 1972
mission where SGT Elvis Osborne and SP4 Jeffrey
Maurer died. I was unable to find the LRRP debrief
report, but I did find the below entry in one of the
lessons learned reports.
“On June 9, 1972, LRRP/Ranger Team 76 was on
a patrol led by SGT Elvis W. Osborne conducting
reconnaissance near Tan Uyen, 12 kilometers
southwest of Phuo Vinh City, Binh Duong Province,
in War Zone D, and discovered an enemy bunker
complex, which it engaged with helicopter gunships.
As the helicopter gunships completed their runs
and departed, Osborne, SP4 Jeffrey Maurer, and
SGT Donald E. Schellinger moved forward into
the complex to do a damage assessment. They
Jeffrey A. Maurer
immediately came under heavy enemy fire. Either
a rocket or a command-detonated bomb rigged as a mechanical ambush device
was detonated that killed Osborne and Maurer, and wounded Schellinger. A
ready reaction force was inserted into the area and linked up with the surviving
LRRP/Rangers. The combined force moved into the bunker complex that day
and recovered the bodies of Osborne and Maurer.”
SGT Osborne was the leader of Team 76 and SGT Robert A. Roy was the
assistant team leader. Other members of the team were SGT Thomas Heiney,
SP4 Michael Spratt, SP4 Maurer, and SGT Schellinger. Osborne and Maurer
were among the last U.S. infantrymen killed by enemy action in the Vietnam
War.
Next time I go over to the archives I will make another attempt to locate the
debrief summary, which should provide more detail as to what happened. I’ll
let you know what I find out.
While I was at the archives, I also attempted to pull the after-action reports
and daily journals for the June 13/14, 1970 timeframe when the 1st Cav was
operating in Cambodia as part of the Cambodian Invasion. The reports and
journals were unavailable due to “document maintenance activities.” However,
they should be available in a couple of weeks, according to the research
consultant who I was working with so I will make another attempt at that time
to locate them. On June 14, 1970, FSB David, which was located in eastern
Cambodia, was attacked in the early morning hours by a reinforced company of
North Vietnamese and Viet Cong soldiers in an attempt to inflict losses on the

Continued to pg. 21
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ALMOST HEAVEN
WEST VIRGINIA
POC: Jim Hays
713 Diamond St.
P.O. Box 97
French Creek, WV 26218-0097
(304) 924-6380
Email: purplehays_05@yahoo.com
Facebook: Almost Heaven Chapter
1st Cavalry Division AssociationWest Virginia
CALIFORNIA
CENTRAL COAST
Pres: Barney B. Jones
P.O. Box 444
Pebble Beach, CA 93953
(831) 917-5952
Email: firstcav-cc-chapter@outlook.
com
COLUMBIA-WILLAMETTE
Pres: Terry Low
16560 S Harding Rd.
Oregon City, OR 97045-9679
(503) 210-5558
Email: tangolima2505@comcast.net
Website: www.Hood2Hood1stCav.
webs.com
Meets 1200 2nd Thurs of ea mos at
the Bomber Restaurant, 13515 SE
McLoughlin Blvd, Portland, OR.
No meeting in Dec.
CONNECTICUT
Pres: Keith Moyer
48 Boretz Rd.
Colchester, CT 06415-1009
(860) 537-1716
Email: kpmoyerco@hotmail.com
Website: www.ConnCav.com
Facebook: CTCAV
Meeting info in newsletter and on
webpage.
CROSSED SABERS
Pres: Tim Hodge
(254) 718-4533
Email: allabout_insurance@sbcglobal.com
Facebook: 1st Cavalry Division
Association Crossed Saber Chapter
Board meeting is the 4th Tues of the
mos (except Dec), 11:30 at 1CDA
HQ at 302 N. Main St. Copperas
Cove, TX. Open to everyone.
General Membership meeting is 3rd
Thurs of Mar & Sept at 6pm, place
TBD.
FIRST CHAPTER
Pres: Robert H. Wolfe
4756 Haracourt Dr.
El Paso, TX 79924-3047
(915) 755-7944
Looking for new leaders to run this
Chapter.

CHAPTER INDEX

FLORIDA
Pres: Ferd Gardiner Jr.
2290 W Tall Oaks Dr.
Beverly Hills, FL 34465
(407)-473-8407 		
Email: fgardiner@cfl.rr.com
VP: Gill Harris
(585) 704-2758
Facebook: Florida Chapter 1st
Cavalry Division Association
Meets 1300 2nd Tues of ea mos at
VFW Post 2093, 4444 Edgewater
Dr, Orlando

FLORIDA TROOP E
“BLACK HAT”
Pres: Juan Kellog
607 SE 47th St., Apt. 7
Cape Coral, FL 33904-5506
Email: juankellog@embarqmail.
com
POC: Johnnie Robertson
2641 Ashwood St.
Fort Myers, FL 33901-0910		
(239) 265-1509
Website: www.seahog.org/cav/
index.html
Meets 4th Sat ea mos from Sept.May 1:00 pm at Biggys Place, 3701
Fowler St., Fort Myers, FL 33901
FOLLOW ME
Pres: Robert Dodson
Meets 1900 4th Tues ea mos
Veterans Ctr., 1000 Victory Dr.,
Columbus, GA. No meeting in
December.
FORT KNOX AREA
Pres: Thomas Ken O’Barr
12210 Valley Dr.
Goshen, KY 40026-9501
(502) 228-8032
Email: ko42@bellsouth.net
POC: Larry A. Whelan
2103 Winston Ave.
Louisville, KY 40205-2535
(502) 485-1270
Email: lawhelan@att.net
Facebook: 1st Cavalry Div Fort
Knox Area Chapter
Meets 3rd Sat of mos at 1100 at the
Barker Masonic Lodge, 705 Main
St., West Point, KY.

JAMES H. UNRUH
CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA
Pres: Michael T. Mazzaro
2600 Willow St. Pike North
PMB 231
Willow Street, PA 17584
(717) 389-1000
Email: cenpenn1cda@gmail.com
Meets on 1st Tuesday of odd number
months at 6pm, at the Lititz VFW
Post 1463, 14 N. Spruce St., Lititz,
PA 17543
JAMES J. MASON
WEST MICHIGAN
POC: Bob Anderson
9030 Conservancy Dr. NE
Ada, MI 49301-8822
(616) 682-5446
Email: rj.anderson2243@comcast.
net
Website: jjmwmc1cd.com
Meets on 3rd Thurs of Feb, Apr,
Jun, Aug, Oct, and Dec, at 7pm,
at the Grand Valley Armory in
Wyoming, MI .
JUMPING MUSTANGS 1-8 Cav
Pres: Harvey Auger
4825 King Arthur Dr
Charlotte, NC 28277-0052
(704) 321-2011
E-mail: ltauger@aol.com
POC: James C. Knafel
5510E - 500 South
Columbia City, IN 46725-7621
(260) 244-3864
Email: jjknafel@gmail.com
Website: www.JumpingMustangs.
com
KETTLE MORAINE
Pres: Gordon Weidner
1219 Cleveland Ave.
Racine, WI 53405-2929
(262) 637-3835
POC: Robert Richter
W204 N11945 Goldendale Rd.
Germantown, WI 53022-2321
(262) 628-8056
Meetings held at 3-month intervals
with a banquet dinner in Dec when
elections are held.

				

LOS ANGELES/
ORANGE COUNTY
Pres: John Guillory
780 Mandevilla Way
Corona, CA 92879-8251
(951) 278-3740
Email: fisheye1@sbcglobal.net
Vice Pres: John Burgner
228 South Hacienda St.
Anaheim, CA 92804-2569
(714) 535-0737
Email: jburgner@sbcglobal.net
Meets 0900 on 3rd Sat. of mo. at
American Legion Post 132, 143 S
Lemon St., Orange CA 92866
LRRP/RANGER of the 1st Cav
Division during the Vietnam War
Pres: Robert J. Raab Sr.
725 Tuttle
Mason, MI 48854
(517) 525-0747
Email: RJBarsr@yahoo.com
Website: www.lrrprangers.com
Full chapter meeting during Reunions.
			
NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY
Pres: Bob Arbasetti
973A Thornbury Ln.
Manchester, NJ 08759-5296
(732) 657-4284
Email: b.arbasetti@gmail.com
Facebook: New York New Jersey
Cavalry
Meets at Elk Lodge at Cedar and
Spruce, Ridgefield Park, NJ.
NORTH CAROLINA
TARHEEL
Pres: Johnny Parker
10915 Tradition View Dr.
Charlotte, NC 28269-1411
(704) 517-5445
Email: shagon19@gmail.com
Contact for Membership: Don
Gibson
803 McDonald Church Road
Rockingham, NC 28379-8529
(910) 417-9104
Email: dtbjgibson@gmail.com
Meets 2nd Sat of Mar, Jun, Sept &
Dec.
NORTHWEST
Pres: Earnest Ryan
112 17th St.
Bremerton, WA 98312-2623
(360) 602-9712
Email: ryans0920@comcast.net
POC: William Al Jackson
9703 Vantage Terrace CT SE
Olympia, WA 98513
(360) 539-8110
Email: williamaljackson@comcast.
net
For meeting info contact William
Jackson.

GERALD F. KINSMAN
Pres: Owen Levine
77 Clubhouse Dr.
Leominister, MA 01453-5170
(978) 534-6284
Email: sonny01453@comcast.net
Meets yearly.
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN

Pres: Robert Stauffacher
18355 Drennan Rd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80928-9308
(719) 683-2837
POC: Paul Lemieux
PO Box 6548
Woodland Park, CO 80866-6548
(719) 687-1169
Email: lemieuxpe@live.com
Meets 9am 2nd Sat of mos at Valley Hi
Country Club, 610 South Chelton Road,
Colorado Springs, CO.

SHERIDAN’S CAVALRY
(Greater Chicago Area)
Pres: Don Smolinski 630-841-1452
POC: Terry Hodous
3718 W 114th Place
Chicago, IL 60655-3414
(773) 445-1213
Email: us67-hodo@outlook.com
Website: www.sheridansfirstcav.com
Facebook: Sheridan’s Chapter 1st
Cavalry Division
Meets at the American Legion Post
#1084, 322 E. Maple Ave, Roselle,
IL 61072.
2019 Meeting Dates: Feb 9, April
13, June 15, Aug 10 Picnic, Oct 12,
Dec 7 Xmas party
WALTER H. WESTMAN
NORTHLAND
Pres: Donald A. Delsing
3697 Gresham Ave. N.
Oakdale, MN 55128-3212
(651) 770-5422
Email: dandmdelsing@aol.com
POC: James D. Wright
12781 Able St. NE
Blaine, MN 55434-3261
(763) 757-7140
Email: 1stCav-MN@comcast.net
Facebook: Walter H Westman-Northland Chapter 1st Cavalry
Division Association
Meets quarterly at different locations. Call or write for information.
WILLIAM A. RICHARDSON
NATIONAL CAPITOL REGION
Pres: Gene Russell
7923 Jansen Dr.
Springfield, VA 22152-2413
(703) 220-5322
Email: enrussell@msn.com
Facebook: 1st Cavalry Division
Nat’l Capitol Region
Meets 3rd Sat of the mos Jan-Apr
and Sep-Oct 9am at the American
Legion Post 176, 6520 Amherst
Ave, Springfield, VA. Breakfast
available prior to start of mtg. Jun
meeting is at WRAMC and Nov
meeting at the Assn Vets Day
gathering.

						
CROSSED SABERS CHAPTER SOUVENIR GIFT SHOP
P.O. Box 5774 Fort Hood, TX 76544-0774
Phone: 254-532-2075 FAX: 254-532-6490
Shop Hours:
Mon - Fri 0900 - 1600
Sat
1000 - 1600

E-mail: 1stcavgiftshop@gmail.com
		

NEW
HOURS!

Online Catalog Visit: shop.1CDA.org

The Crossed Sabers Chapter Souvenir Gift Shop is a Non-Profit Organization. Net income is distributed to the Association
for the Scholarship Program, to the Soldier Travel Fund, which allows active duty Soldiers of the Division to attend away
Reunions as guests of the Association, and to the 1st Cavalry Division Museum.
The shop accepts telephone orders with payment by MASTERCARD, VISA, DISCOVER or AMERICAN EXPRESS credit cards
or you can order online using your credit cards.

Printed Catalogs Are Available For Purchase!

Send $3.00 to the ASSOCIATION located at: 302 N. Main St., Copperas Cove, TX 76522-1703.
Make your check out to 1st Cavalry Division Association.

THE ASSOCIATION IS A SEPARATE ENTITY FROM THE CROSSED SABERS CHAPTER SOUVENIR GIFT SHOP.

						

GOT CAVALRY HISTORICAL QUESTIONS

						
SAVE THE DATE!
Plan to attend the

Did you know we have a 1CDA Historian?
Reach out to Clifford Boxley with any questions,
or information regarding 1st Cavalry Division history!
<crboxley@hotmail.com>

1st Cav Division Association
11th Annual Veterans Day Dinner
9 - 12 November 2019

Washington D.C.

Turn to page 11 of this issue of Saber to read further details!

saber
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From the
Director’s Desk

JULY/AUGUST 2019

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Office

of

1CDA

The mission statement for
Soldier for Life is to connect
Army, governmental, and
community efforts to build
relationships that facilitate
successful
reintegration
UNITED STATES ARMY
of our retiring Soldiers,
Veterans, and their Families
in order to keep them Army
Strong and instill their
values, ethos, and leadership within communities.
Soldiers start strong, serve strong, reintegrate strong, and ultimately
remain strong as Army ambassadors to their communities. The 1st
Cavalry Division Association (1CDA) and its members will help to
ensure Veterans connect to resources and their communities as they make
the important transition from active, Reserve, Guard or become civilian
leaders. The 1CDA stands ready to help prepare those Soldiers to thrive
as civilians and Veterans.
Why is this important to the Association?
The Soldier for Life concept helps Veterans ‘bridge the gap’ from
the service through reintegration into their communities. The 1CDA
has 25 chapters across the US to help facilitate veterans during their
reintegration and beyond. It is here that their Army Story becomes a
legacy that perpetuates the proud traditions of the 1st Cavalry Division.
“Once Cav, Always Cav…. First Team.”

WE SUPPORT

SOLDIER F O R LIFE

The next Saber newspaper is the
September/October 2019 edition.
Deadline for submissions of your stories or photos is

Monday, 2 September 2019

Please email to Programs@1CDA.org

USEFUL 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION LINKS:
• https://home.army.mil/hood
• Facebook.com/1stCavDiv/
• Facebook.com/1stCavalryDivisionHorseCavalry
Detachment
• Flickr.com/photos/1st-cav-div/albums
(Photos taken by 1CD Public Affairs Office, updated
after each major event.) So keep checking back!

D i d y o u ser v e i n C a v dur i ng
Gulf War, Bosnia or War on Terror?
We want to hear from you!
Everyone has significant memories, possibly with your
battle buddies down range? Please consider sharing.
We are interested in hearing from our younger generation, and hearing your stories. Let your stories be heard.
Let us publish them! You many even reconnect with a few.
Email your stories to programs@1CDA.org today.
Write your War you represent in the subject line please.

Looking for Gulf War, Bosnia &
War on Terror Cav Veterans

Do you have a long lost story to tell, perhaps you want to share an
old photo of you and your battle buddy?
Share your treasured thoughts with your
1st Cavalry Division Association Family
Feel free to submit to Tina at Programs@1CDA.org

ATTENTION!!

CONFLICTING 1CDA FACEBOOK PAGES
Thought we should bring it to everyone’s attention, there is a
Facebook page called 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION, this
is NOT, repeat NOT the official page for your Association. Even
though there are a lot of members and nonmembers post to
this page, this is not the official page. We do not endorse what is
published there.
This copy cat group was created on November 26, 2009. The
administrator copied and pasted the “Description About this
Group” from our official Facebook page, making this page look
official. This site is impersonating the actual 1st Cavalry Division
Association official Facebook page.
The official Facebook page is 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION - ALUMNI OF THE FIRST TEAM. The only difference in the
name is adding Alumni of the First Team to the end. The official
page lists our hours of operation, our address, our website and
email address.
We have reached out to the administrator of the non-official
page and he refuses to adjust the name. We apologize as we
realize this is confusing for our members. When you wish to
post anything to the official page, please be sure you are typing
in ALUMNI OF THE FIRST TEAM.
Since we have received no support through Facebook channels,
we are hoping with your support this can be rectified. Again, we
apologize for any inconvenience.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU!

Goes out to Philip Sparks for the three bouquets of
beautiful flowers you sent to the office! They really
brightened our day and makes the three of us feel
appreciated by you and the membership.

2019 CALENDAR DONATIONS
Thank you to our following member who has donated $100
or more towards our 2019 calendar this month:

SSG CORBUTT, Tom
Hope you are enjoying your 2019 calendar!
Calendar donations keep this program operational.
Without your donations we are unable to continue this program.

Thank you to all our members that support this program!
1CDA STAFF

DO YOU WANT TO SEE YOUR UNIT REPRESENTED
IN THE SABER?
Please consider sharing your stories with us and become a
column writer for the Association!
Email for details! Tina at Programs@1CDA.org

Dara C. Wydler: Executive Director
		
<FirstCav@1CDA.org>
Tina Wilgeroth: Program Director / Editor / Graphics
		
<Programs@1CDA.org>
Karleen Maloney: Memberships / Scholarships / Chapter Director
		
<Memberships@1CDA.org>
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15th MED/15th FSB/15th BSB
Mike Bodnar

saber

I received an e-mail from
Glenn Beckett <lightflyer@
live.com> in response to my
last column, who was an RTO
in Cheyenne Platoon B 2-8 Cav.
Glen wanted to confirm about
the incident on 05 Sep 69 when 1LT John Kuulei Kauhaihao was MEDEVACed.
Glenn thought I was sceptical about that, but I just wanted more information. He
told me about a book to refer to by Phil Marshall “Helicopter Rescues Vietnam”
Volume III.
I did research the book by Phil Marshall on my Amazon Kindle and downloaded
free samples of all of his books, for starters. He has written over eight books. I
did buy the one containing the information I was looking for. On Kindle I get an
extreme discount so getting them all if I want to would not be expensive.
I asked MEDEVAC 2 Ron Huether if he knew Phil Marshall. Ron said that
he was a speaker at one of the 15th MED Assn Reunions. Ron said he, himself,
was written about in one of the books.
Phil Marshall was a DUSTOFF pilot so has the inclination to write about
these U.S. Army Aeromedical Evacuation missions, and has the credibility to
get interviews with the participants. Immediately I noticed that Phil Marshall’s
method of writing improved on those writers I had mentioned in the last column
who did many interviews, but interpreted them in their own way. This author
Marshall, prints the words of the interviewees and shows them in comparison,
because each person interviewed has their own view and recollection. Thus, the
reader can draw their own conclusions.
This incident with B 2-8 Cav on 05 Sep 69 when a MEDEVAC was shot down
starts with the details by the aircraft commander, MEDEVAC 19 Dan Toothman.
When I had seen during writing the last column that a MEDEVAC crew chief, SP5
Louis De Bari, was KIA 05 Sep 69, I suspected it was the mission for B 2-8 Cav.
In the book it says the copilot of MEDEVAC 2-2 was also interviewed. I have
to quote the book because to me it is confusing. Any other reader may not be
confused, which I’ll explain. The book reads, “WO Ray Zepp and myself, Jon
S. Richards, Peter Pilot, were the assigned MEDEVAC ship at Tay Ninh on that
day., MEDEVAC 2-2; normally we would have flown that mission. However, we
were called to FSB Ike early that day to pick up some urgent patients due to the
base being mortared. As we started our spiral descent about half a click north of
the base some lucky gook on the ground opened up on us with machine gun fire.
We were hit by two rounds, one killed crewchief Di Bari, and the other seriously
wounded the medic in the leg. We couldn’t tell how serious the ship was hit so
we aborted the mission and flew directly back to the 45th Surgical hospital in
Tay Ninh. We called in to our Headquarters in Phouc Vinh and the mission to
Ike was completed by our platoon leader. Another ship brought us a new crew
and it was determined our ship was still flyable.” That is a direct quote from the
book with all misspellings and incorrect formats if there are any.
So, it sounds like Jon Richards was speaking about WO Ray Zepp and himself,
as Peter Pilot. It’s confusing to me because it says the account was from the
copilot of MEDEVAC 2-2. The writer is quoted as saying he and WO Ray Zepp
were assigned as MEDEVAC 2-2. Mr. Zepp-whom I flew with a lot in 1970-was
MEDEVAC 21. I have read a lot of 2-7 Cav Daily Staff Journals, DA 1594, that
mention MEDEVAC 21 picked up for them around that time in 1969. 2-7 Cav
was on LZ\FSB Jamie in Tay Ninh Province at that time, ten klicks east of Ike,
where 2-8 Cav was. There never is any mention of a MEDEVAC 22 in the 2-7 Cav
Daily Journals. Only mentioned are MEDEVAC 21; and MEDEVAC 4 picking
up for CIDGs further out in the AO. Jon Richards was MEDEVAC 22 ‘69-’70.
As quoted, that Tay Ninh crew would normally have been assigned the B 2-8
pickup but were called to FSB Ike earlier when it had urgents because of a ground
attack. As stated, their MEDEVAC got shot at while descending, killing the crew
chief Di Bari, and wounding the Medic. They had to abort and flew back to the
45th Surg in Tay Ninh. I had never heard of the 45th Surg there, and thought we
always flew wounded back to A 15th MED in Tay Ninh.
Probably the standby crew from Phouc Vinh with AC Toothman did the mission later for B 2-8 Cav. Dan Toothman mentions that the door gunner, Leo
Williams-said to be on his very first mission-and his assigned Medic had never
been under fire on MEDEVAC before, so I’m assuming that was the standby
crew with two newer members. The crew chief was Jack Dalman and copilot
was Ken Colby.
MEDEVAC 19 went in. Dan Toothman says that the ground unit-B 2-8-was
in a defoliated area with one hundred seventy-five foot dead trees but a lot of
thick understory which is why he thinks the NVA could get so close to them
undetected. He says that they as S.O.P. picked out a backup landing site on the
way, in the event they had to go down-and they did.
After about a minute or so they took fire. Dan Toothman said he thought he
was hit and gave control over to his copilot. One infantryman with a leg wound
had already been hoisted. They apparently did not break off-i.e. leave until it
came more secure-and started hoisting the more urgent lieutenant in a rigid litter.
Glenn Beckett is then quoted in the book with his story. He says the MEDEVAC
caught fire above them after their loading up the lieutenant on the hoist, and it
had to take off without fully hoisting the rigid litter which brushed the trees as
they were leaving. Glenn says that he thought the lieutenant was already dead
or very near death when they loaded him-either in the rigid litter or hooked him
up. He said it was a frantic time for them-because of the contact. He says they
later learned the MEDEVAC crash landed but did not know anyone’s outcome
except that the lieutenant did not survive.
Crew Chief Jack Dahlamn says that there was a perception that the lieutenant
in the rigid litter was dragged through the trees. He said they did not leave until
he was free from the trees. Dan Toothman states that his policy was they would
not sever the hoist cable if the casualty was still on it. They would either fully
hoist or lower back down.
They tried to descend into a clearing but lost all control due to the enemy
damage and Jack Dahlman said the casualty ended up in a tree. Dan Toothman
wanted to go get him from the ground where they were but he was told that a
LOH had picked him up.
There is even input from a Cobra commander who was covering the operation.
He said there were a lot of NVA in the area. He disputes the mention of an LOH
13010 N. Lakeforest Dr.
Sun City, AZ 85351-3250
(623) 972-4395
MBodnar27@Gmail.Com
www.15thMedBnAssociation.org
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and said that none were in the area. He said they couldn’t do that procedure even
if there was one there. He says he saw the rigid litter bounced along the ground
and was concerned it would entangle in the tail rotor.
Those from the downed MEDEVAC all exited the aircraft and walked over
to a possible helicopter landing site a distance away. A command and control
helicopter landed there and everyone boarded and went to FSB Ike. The LTC
on the C&C said he saw it all happen and directed the Quick Reactionary Force
to recover the lieutenant’s body from the crash site.
Always remembering our 1st Cav Troops on duty around the world; over and out.
FIRST TEAM! Garryowen, Mike Bodnar C 2\7 Cav 1969
MEDEVAC 1-7\1970, SO THAT OTHERS MAY LIVE

OTHER REUNIONS

1-8 CAV Jumping Mustangs Vietnam Reunion, 4-8 Sept 2019. Anaheim, CA;
POC: James Knafel <jjknafel@gmail.com> or 260-244-3864. Includes medics,
artillery FO teams and Air Force liaison teams. Other 1st Cavalry members may
attend as associate members if they can’t attend their regular reunion this year.
A Trp, 9 CAV Reunion, 5-8 September 2019. Kansas City, MO; POC: Pam
Hoskin <pamelahoskin@comcast.net>.
Korean War and Korean Defense Troopers, 8 CAV/10th Inf Div Basic
Trainees, 6-8 September 2019. The Drury Inn, Shawnee Mission, KS; Reservations call 913-236-9200; POC: Steve Bosma 408-270-1319 or Jack Hackley
<jackremembers@aol.com> or 816-690-3443. Contact the POC’s for specific/
additional units and dates served.
12 CAV Reunion, 10-15 September 2019. Welk Resort, Branson, MO, $89
plus tax/night. Reservations 1-800-808-9355 use Group Code 565466, POC:
Thomas <mmctlc3@aol.com> or 432-853-4851.
77th FA Regiment Association, 10-15 Sept 2019. El Tropicano Riverwalk
Hotel, San Antonio, TX; POC Dave Morehead <davemoreheadrealtor@gmail.
com> or 352-483-6083 for details. All battalions, all eras welcome.
A Co 1-7 CAV Vietnam 68-72 Reunion, 12-15 Sept 2019. Hampton Inn,
Brighton, MI; Reservations call 810-225-8363; POC: Fred Roscoe <froscoe440@
aol.com> or 248-345-6220. Anybody can attend.
B Co 1-7 CAV, 20-22 Sept 2019. Osage, IA. POC: Chuck Hackenmiller
<Irish-mald@hotmail.com> or 507-438-9856.
C Trp, 9 CAV Reunion, 28-30 September 2019. Gettysburg, PA; POC: Patrick
Bieneman, <pcbnamin@verizon.net>.
A Co 2-5 Vietnam Veterans Reunion 3-6 October 2019. Hampton Inn, Historic
Savannah, GA; POC Jack Venza <jack.venza@gmail.com> or 770-502-0882.
B Trp, 9 CAV Reunion, 10-13 October 2019. Branson, MO; POC: Bat Murtha
<batmurtha@yahoo.com>.
15th Medical BN Association Reunion, 1-5 April 2020, Oxford Suites, Boise,
ID, Reservations 208-322-8000 use Group Code 15th Med. POC: Mike Smith
<mvandco@msn.com> or 208-459-9592. Info at <www.15thmedbnassociation.
org>.

Have your upcoming reunions posted here!

IA DRANG VALLEY REUNION

On May19-22, 2019, the Ia Drang Battle Troopers of the 1-7 held a reunion at
Myrtle Beach, SC. There were thirty-seven Troopers along with their families
and friends in attendance. Next year the reunion will be held in Williamsburg,
VA for the Veterans of the 1-7 Cavalry of the Ia Drang Valley Battle.
Below are pictures of the 1-7 Troopers and also of the 1-7 C Company.
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APPROVED:

1ST CAVALRY DIVISION
VETERANS HIGHWAY

saber

After almost two decades of attempts, the 1st Cavalry Division will finally
have a named highway under the Texas Memorial Highway System named the
“1st CAVALRY DIVISION VETERANS HIGHWAY.” Texas Senate Bill 2156
was approved and signed by the House and Senate on 26 May 2019, signed by
the Governor on 10 June 2019, and becomes effective 1 September 2019. It was
through the efforts of several key members of the 1st Cavalry Division Association
that all of this was possible.
The initial discussion on creating the 1st CAVALRY DIVISION MEMORIAL
HIGHWAY began in 2001. When LTC (Ret) Robert W. Tagge contacted the
1st Cavalry Division Association, BG (Ret) Arthur J. Junot, Executive Director,
in August 2001 about having a Texas Memorial Highway named after the 1st
Cavalry Division.
BG Junot contacted Representative Dianne White Delisi on 18 March 2002 to
designate U.S. Highway 190 from the TX/LA border west to where it intersects
with IH-10 and then west on IH-10 to the Texas/New Mexico border as the “1st
CAVALRY DIVISION MEMORIAL HIGHWAY.” However, before it could
be signed into law, the Commander of III Corps asked that it be changed to the
Phantom Warriors Highway and it would go along State Highway 195. § 225.049,
78th Leg., ch. 807, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Again, through the efforts of LTC Tagge, he was able to get legislation added
in 2005 though Representative Hupp, who introduced HB 319 for the naming
of the 1st CAVALRY DIVISION MEMORIAL HIGHWAY, but no action was
taken on it. Other attempts would be made over the next several years until the
LTC Tagge’s death in 2012.
The issue would remain dormant until LTC (Ret) Richard A. Kaye during the
1st Cavalry Division Association Board Meeting in February 2019, took the
lead in contacting Texas Representatives since a new session was occurring. He
contacted Representatives Shine, Buckley, and Sheffield and they were able to
take Texas House Bill 421 and change it from the Purple Heart Trail to the First
Cavalry Veterans Highway. LTC Kaye took the lead in contacting III Corps to
ensure that they would not cause problems with the naming of the highway and
testify before the Texas Transportation Committee to talk in support of the legislation in House Bill 421 and Senate Bill 2156. LTC Kaye would also ensure
that the name was changed to reflect the Division.
It would be the efforts of Texas Senator Dawn Buckingham that would get
Senate Bill 2156, submitted to the Texas House and Senate for approval and
finally signed by the Governor. Senate Bill 2156 states:

JULY/AUGUST 2019

AN ACT relating to the designation of the portion of Interstate Highway 14 in
Bell County as the First Cavalry Division Veterans Highway. BE IT ENACTED
BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Subchapter B, Chapter 225, Transportation Code, is amended
by adding
Section 225.152 to read as follows:
Sec. 225.152. FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION VETERANS HIGHWAY.
(a) The portion of Interstate Highway 14 in Bell County is designated as the
First Cavalry Division Veterans Highway. The designation is in addition
to any other designation.
(b) Subject to Section 225.021(c), the department shall:
(1) design and construct markers indicating the designation as the First
Cavalry Division Veterans Highway and any other appropriate information; and
(2) erect a marker at each end of the highway and at appropriate intermediate sites along the highway.
SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2019.
Based on the legislation, contact was made with Mike Schulze, TRF Policies &
Standards, Texas Department of Transportation, who is responsible for having the
signs made. He was able to provide information on the cost and mockup of the
proposed signs in time for displaying during the 72nd Annual 1st Cavalry Division
Reunion. Due to signage being placed on an Interstate, the cost increased from
$1,000 per sign back in 2011, to a total cost for installation and manufacturing
the signs is $24,168.64 (due to increased size and cost of steel and labor - 7’ by
19’ signs). The 1st Cavalry Division Association Board of Governors approved
the expenditure for the production and installation of the signs and any future
costs for signs on 6 June 2019.
The ultimate goal, as presented to the 1st Cavalry Division Association Board
of Governors and the General Membership is to expand the 1st CAVALRY
DIVISION VETERANS HIGHWAY from the Louisiana border, Bon Wier, TX
along Interstate Highway 14 (Highway 190) until it merges with Interstate Highway 10 near Fort Stockton, TX to El Paso, TX. This route is significant to the
1st Cavalry Division as it moved from El Paso through Texas for the Louisiana
Maneuvers in 1941 and Fort Hood that became the Division’s Home in 1971.
POC: Rich Kaye, 254-291-4890, <richkaye@hot.rr.com> and
Jim Bob Rollins, 936-633-5432, <rollinsj@consolidated.net>

Help us recruit,
make sure those that you served with in the Division
are also members of the
1ST CAVALRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION!

NEW MEMBERS

WELCOME TO THE 1CDA TEAM!
C O N G R AT S T O O U R N E W L I F E M E M B E R S !

SFC PELENATO, S. TX HHB 2- 82FA 03
SONYA HARC DAYTON CVB OH 1396 ASSOC
LTC ALVAREZ, TERRENCE TX HHC 3ABCT 1803
E-4 ARNOLD, JAMES TX B 15AVN 6404
SGT BAILEY, LISA TX 15FIN 8410
CSM BALLOU, OMARI TX DIVARTY
SFC BASHAM, CRYSTAL TX HHC 1CDSB 1611
SFC (RET) BASKIN, CLAUD TN B 1- 9C 6704
SGT BERNINGER, SAMUEL W. FL E 1- 7C 6906
LTC BURROUGHS, RETT B. TX HHBN 1CDH 1710
MR. CAMPBELL, ROBERT OR C 1- 7C 7201
SGT CARRILLO, DAVID VA C 1- 7C 68
MR. CASTRO, MICHAEL CA
LTC CHANDLER, INDERA Z. TX 1CDH 04
LTC CHANDLER, THOMAS W. TX 215BSB 1805
SP-5 CHRISTENSEN, DAVID A. IL B 1- 9C 6908
SGT COMPTON, JAMES CA D 2- 12C 6812
CW4 (RET) COONEY, JOHN TX D 229AVN 7102
SFC CRAGER, ROGER WI 5- 7C 7407
SP-4 CRAWFORD, ROBERT J. TX SVC 1- 21FA 70
E-4 CURRIN, DAVID L. TX C 1- 7C 6602
SGT CUSTER, BRADEN TX 1- 7C 0801
SGT DIETERICH, PHILIP WI D 15TC 6711
E-4 FERRELL, DALLAS Z AL H 8ENG 6703
SP-4 FLORES, FREDY FL D 2- 5C
COL FORBES, BRETT C. TX HHB 2- 82FA 0808
E-4 GARZA, JOSE TX HHC 3- 8C 9405
SP-4 GHERGIA, VINCENT FL B 1- 19FA 74
MR. GIUSTI, GEORGE OH HHC 2- 12C 6808
SSG GONZALEZ, JUAN CA C 2- 7C
SSG GRABOWSKI, JOSEPH TX B 2- 5C 02
CW5 GREER, DONALD TX HHC 1ACB 0204
LTC GROEN, RICHARD TX HQ 1- 7C 1904
SP-4 GUERRERO, FILERTO JR TX 13SIG 6907
E-4 HALVERSON, ROBERT CA HHC 2- 7C 8409
CW4 HANSEN, SMOKEY TX HHC 4BDE 01
2LT HILL, MATTHEW A. TX 3- 16FA 1806
COL (RET) HUNT, JAMES JIM VA D 227AHB
E-5 INGLE, JOHN TX 1- 9 04
E-6 JIMENEZ, EDUARDO TX B 1- 9C 04
2LT JONES, DALLAS TX 215BSB
MR. KENT, ROBERT FL 1401 ASSOC
CW4 KITTELSON, KYLE TX C 1- 227AVN 05
E-4 KITTELSON, STEPHANIE TX HHC 1- 227AVN 06
LIBRARY WISCONSIN HIS WI 1394 ASSOC
E-5 MC CLAIN, WILLIAM AK B 1- 228AVN 6710

SSG MC NEASE, SHERMAN TX C 50INF 7911
E-5 MC SWEENEY, JAMES TX C 1- 7C 7703
SGT MERRITT, TANNER NC A 5- 82 0808
E-5 MONROE, SHAWN WI HHC 3- 156INF 0408
1LT MOODY, ANDREW TX HHC 1CD 1704
GS-14 MOORE, ROGER TX 1CDH 1802
LTC MOORE, STACY TX HQD 1- 115BSB 1904
MR. MORGAN, BENJAMIN SC 1399 ASSOC
MR. MUNDY, LONNIE NC A 1- 5C 6805
SGM NAUKANA, JOHN TX HHC 2- 5C 1808
MR. NIKOLETOPOU, YANY TX 1400 ASSOC
SFC OCHOA, ELVIS TX B 1- 13SIG 00
SP-5 PARKER, RONNIE W. TX HHC 1- 8C 6711
MAJ PUTNAM, RYAN TX 1CDH 1809
LTC RAMIREZ, GABRIEL J. VA 1CDH 1705
MS. RAMSEY, JOAN GA 152 L-ASSOC
SFC (RET) RAYCHEL, JOHN II IL A 2- 7C 68
SP-5 REDMAN, TIMOTHY FL B 1- 5C 6908
PFC REED, DAVID IA D 2- 8C 87
SSG RHOADES, NATHAN HI C 115ABCT 1012
E-5 RISTAGNO, STEPHEN MI C 1- 7C 6808
SGT ROBINSON, ED WY A 1- 5C 6812
LTC ROBINSON, LEE GA HHC 1- 227AVN 0508
SSG RODRIGUEZ, JULIAN TX HHC 3- 8C 1404
SSG RUBI, CATRINA TX HHC 1- 227AVN 1609
SSG SANCHEZ, RONALD TX HHC 3- 8C 1208
CPT SANDERS, AARON TX HHC 20ENG 9603
MR. SCHAEFER, TOM SC 1400 ASSOC
MR. SCHAPLEY, WAYNE NY 1397 ASSOC
CPT SCHNECK, JEFFREY TX HSC 3- 82FA 0307
E-3 SIFUENTES, GEORGE GA A 91ENG 9605
SFC SMITH, MELISSA TX 1CDH 1708
SGT STELLING, ELVIN LA C 5- 7C 6807
E-4 TRACY, ROBERT L. MO 2- 8C 7107
SGT VOGES, MICHALE UT A 2- 5C 6709
LTC WALKER, GLORIA TX HHBN 1CDH 1905
CPT WATERS, DARYLL T. TX 1CDH 1905
LTC WELLS, HARRIS P. III TX 1398 ASSOC
SFC WEST, ANDRE TX F 2- 5C 9911
SGT WEST, BENJAMIN J. TX A 4- 227AVN 0411
SGM WICKS, D H WA B 2- 12C 5907
MR. WILCOX, GLENN PA 1395 ASSOC
SP-4 WILLIAMS, LESTER SKIP CA 3- 40ARM 5811
CPL WILSON, JEREMY TX B 1- 7C 01
E-4 WOOTEN, CARL MO B 8ENG 8811
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Culmination of treasured long lost stories or photos from our members.

A Reach Across Time For His Saviors From War by Thomas
Farragher Globe Columnist

PEPPERELL, Massachusetts- He is 72 now,
his hair gray, his memory
still razor sharp. Indeed,
what happened 50 years
ago this month under the
canopy jungle of Vietnam
is never far from him. How
could it be? It’s there in
the catch in his voice as he
retells the story. It stares
back at him in the bathroom
mirror after he wakes up
each morning.
“I’ve got scars on my
face,’’ Rich Newcombe
told me the other day in
his loft office next to his
home here. “I think of it
every day. There’s no getting away from it. I feel bad that I didn’t even know
who these guys were.’’But he knows what happened north of Lai Khe, Vietnam,
almost exactly a half century ago. He knows the mortal wounds that were inflicted
that day in May 1969. He lives with the psychic consequences.
Army SPC Rich Newcombe was driving a 2½-ton truck on a highway nicknamed Thunder Road. His pal Brian McNew was seated behind him under a canvas top. Five other Soldiers had piled in, hitching a
ride as helicopter gunships guarded the convoy from the airspace above.
Then the truck reached a clearing on what was officially known as National Route
13. “So, I’m trying to catch up to the convoy because I don’t want to be isolated
on the road. We get to this clearing and you just get this sour premonition in
your stomach. It’s real sour. And I leaned over and I said, ‘Hey, Brian, I don’t
like this.’ And he says, ‘Neither do I.’ ’’
What happened next left Rich Newcombe fighting for his life. A handmade
roadside bomb would kill all six men who rode with him. It forever changed
the contours of his world and what the solemn national holiday we celebrate this
long weekend means to him. In his mind’s eye, and the morning mirror, it’s
instantly there again.
“I remember the truck just for a split-second lurching,’’ he said. “I almost
didn’t hear the sound. When I was getting knocked out, it was almost like this
fade-away sound, you know? I was blown out the door.
“The guy next to me was killed instantly because the bomb went off on the
right-hand side of the truck. I was on fire. My clothes were on fire. I’m lying
on the ground. I’m hemorrhaging.’’
SPC Brian Richard McNew was just 22 when he was killed that afternoon. His
name is inscribed on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, along with
58,000 others. It’s there on panel 24w, line 46, not far from the Lincoln Memorial.
Rich Newcombe was rescued by the crew of a gunship of the First Calvary
Division. A tourniquet was applied to stop his bleeding. He was flown to a field
hospital, the first painful step on a road to recovery that led through Yokohama,
Japan, and then to Fort Dix, N.J., the state where he grew up.
“They were not supposed to land,’’ Newcombe said of his rescuers “Their job
was to guard that convoy, not to come after me. But they did. It was a crazy
move. It was extremely brave. And they got me out of here.’’
Doctors worked to reattach his thumb. Surgeons struggled feverishly to save
his eyesight. He was blind for a couple of months, but gradually regained his
sight. And then he struggled toward normalcy. Whatever that is.
“When I came home, I led a very reckless life,’’ he told me. “I was drinking.
Wrecking cars. I was a jerk.’’ His marriage collapsed. The demons of war were
always just an eyeblink away. But eventually he rebuilt the life that Vietnam
nearly stole from him. He married Karen Sue Laible in May 1995. He found
work as a marketing manager, a sales manager, and, in 2006, founded the real
estate firm over which he still presides.
As we sat in his office the other afternoon, he showed me the citations and
decorations from his service to his country 50 years ago. He recalled the pin-drop
silence in the transport plane that brought him and 300 other young Soldiers to
war in Southeast Asia. He picked up a picture of himself at age 22, a handsome
young guy at the entrance to the sand-bagged hooch that was once his home.
And then he showed me something else. It’s a message that he has written to
the crew of that gunship that flew over South Vietnam’s Binh Duong province
on May 17, 1969.
“Under fire, you flew in; landed; took out enemy forces; and picked up me
up and my best friend and flew us to a nearby base camp for treatment,’’ his
note reads. “We were both bleeding to death. I would not be writing this today
without you. And I’ve never had the opportunity to thank you. I don’t know your
names; where you’re from; or how to contact you. But you gave me a chance
at life that others didn’t have.
“After eight months in the hospital and several more thereafter recovering, I
returned to college; learned a trade, became successful, have enjoyed the love of
a woman, and have created memories that others didn’t have the opportunity to
have. All because of you. I now live in a beautiful part of the country and will
spend my remaining years thankful that you risked your lives saving mine. But,
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more importantly, I hope you survived as well; and have had the same happiness
that you have given me to enjoy all these years.’’
When Rich Newcombe visited with Brian McNew’s family after the war, they
asked whether he intended to visit the families of the other men killed in that
May 1969 attack.
“I said, ‘I’d fly around the country and say hello if I could, but I don’t know
who they are,’ ’’ he said of the men who happened to hitch a ride on his truck
that springtime afternoon north of Lai Khe.
He doesn’t know the name of his rescuers either but hopes at least one of them
survived the war; that at least one will read this.
“I’m hoping some guy sitting on Manhattan Beach in California, sitting there
with a beer can between his legs, looking out to the water, picks up the newspaper
and says, ‘Son of a gun! That was me!’ ’’ he said. “But the odds of this winding
up in front of somebody who rescued me are astronomically high. I’m doing it
more for me. I feel good about it. I feel like I have done something positive. I
can say at least I have tried.’’
It’s his debt of gratitude, still pending now a half century later. That’s why
he’s written that note to the men he never met. Men he’s not sure survived the
war. He calls it his “Thank you in a bottle’’ — a grateful Veteran’s Memorial
Day tribute, a half century in the making.
Please reach out to Rich Newcombe at <richnewcombe@msn.com> or 978833-2190 if any of these incidents sounds familiar.

Moon Landing: the viewpoint from Vietnam

It was July 20, 1969 and the United States Apollo 11 was about to be the first
manned Mission to land on the Moon. In response to the question “Where were
you when we landed out of Moon?” My thoughts immediately turn to Vietnam.
A light drizzle was falling, not much because my steel helmet was keeping my
cigarette dry. My entire infantry company, 96 men present although the assigned
number was 164, commanded by a Captain stood in a small jungle opening along
the high banks of a nameless, muddy, slow flowing wide river northwest of Tay
Ninh City, South Vietnam. The typical infantryman spent an entire year in the
jungle crossing and re-crossing rivers whose names remained unknown to him.
This one was quite wide, maybe 25 yards across with high steep slippery banks.
The rule of thumb for jungle rivers was that they were as deep as they are wide.
Clearly, this river was deep.
My platoon, one of four platoons assigned to the company consisted of
24 men rather than the assigned 42 and commanded by a Lieutenant - me
The plan: move us somewhere to the other side of the river in flat bottom fishing
boats, identical to those used for fishing the Lakes of Wisconsin. That is Wisconsin still fishing, find a spot on the lake, a smallish scenic lake, throw out an
anchor, a 2 lb. coffee can filled with cement. throw in a baited line with a red and
white bobber and wait for a bite.
The boats did not make much noise, with their small outboard motor, and could
not be easily seen or heard as our helicopters could. This was a stealth movement
intended to put us on the other side of the river, someplace that the enemy did
not expect us.
The risk is that each boat carried eight men plus the driver. Each infantryman
had 80 - 100 pounds of equipment strapped to his body and no life vests. A sudden
movement could easily tip the boat resulting in most, if not all the infantrymen
drowning.
And so, we waited our turn. Of course, we were all silent. No one spoke unless
necessary, and then in a whisper.
The soft voice of one of our radio operators, connected to the battalion and
therefore the outside world said “hey, we landed on the moon.” After some
time, another voice responded, “so what.” Life is a matter a perspective.
1LT Richard Nelson <ranelson16@yahoo.com>
A Co 2-7 Cavalry (Air Mobile), May 1969- April 1970
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ENGINEER News

Jesse Crimm

4445 Silverwood Ln.
Jacksonville, FL 32207-6241
(904) 737-6172
TheCrimms@Gmail.Com

Notable Quotes: 1. “I caution that no adversary can be as damaging to our
military readiness as budgetary instability.” Acting Sec Def Patrick Shanahan to
Senate Armed Services Committee. 2. “Future warfare will really be decided by
speed of decision, not by size of bicep.” Alan Shaffer Under Sec Def, at Defense
Programs Conference. 3. “Military families understand that quality housing
does not mean entitlement to elegant mansions. We simply ask for homes free
of mold, pests, lead and other hazards.” Crystal Cornwall, military spouse, to
Senate Armed Services Committee.
Big Mouth: Actually, it’s the M160 Remote Controlled Anti-Personnel and Mine
Clearance System. That’s a lot
of words for a straightforward
process. Go forward, flail the
ground, if you’re a human,
stand back. All in all, more efficient and producing fewer VA
disability claims than visually
surveying the ground, probing
or waving some handheld gizmo across a dirt road surface.
Any memories to report?
Where Are You? Are you OK? From 2008 and 2009, here are the Engineers
that sent notices to this column. In chronological order of contact to this writer
you are: Louie Warren, Gary Diers, Daniel Garrity, William Grogan, Lynn Titus, Chuck Lanham, Robert Carroll, John Newell,
Richard Hunter, Richard
Esqiivel, Juan Citron, Lewis
Sorley, Denny York, Roy
Wood, Tom Haden, Steve
Richey, William Bennett,
Bill Aranz, John Brenner,
Paul Grigsby, SGT Rock—
Ken Howser?, Robert McMahan, Bob Tagge, Cecil
Wheeler. And since John
Brenner sent a picture 10
years ago, here it is. Ya
gotta love the Korea era
John Brenner in Korea
look to things.
In Memoriam and PO’d About It: Sometimes I must fish around for news or
opinions to fill this space. This paragraph slapped me in the face and said write
it. Ronnie Sanchez from Oklahoma City was a combat engineer with three Iraq
tours. It doesn’t matter what unit he was with. He was one of us 12B types.
PTSD plagued him as it does many. His therapy was to have been to hike the
Appalachian Trail bottom to top and back again. Many others have done this for
similar reasons. On a much smaller scale this writer affirms the value of sweat
in a walk on a trail. It clears the mind. Ronnie started north got into Virginia
where he met up with other thru hikers (as they call themselves) and pitched tent.
The next day this group met a southbound hiker
who turned out to be one of those nut cases you
read about. As you might expect at this point,
things turned bad. The nut attacked with knives.
Ronnie defended as the others fled. Ronnie
bled out on the trail. It was all senseless, crazy,
satanic just like you read about in schools these
days. The attacker has been caught and is jailed
but the insanity lives on elsewhere. What is
the root cause of all this madness? You know
what it is. It is the lack of respect for God and
his rules for the universe. It is “me first. My
insanity is more important than your living.” If
there is a remedy it is found in the expression
“see something, say something.” Stop things
before they happen. The complete write up
can be found by inquiry to <arelis.hernandez@
Ronnie Sanchez
washpost.com>
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A Brief Digression: For those of you who fought and still fight under the
protective umbrella of the F4, A10 or the F35, be aware that there is a history
involved, a reason that an Air Force guy, John Boyd, championed to keep your
asses covered from either 100 feet or 30,000 feet above you. You see, coming out
of WWII the Air Force had a vision of itself as the Big Bomber that could nuke
any enemy into submission forgetting that no war is won without the infantry,
and yes us engineers, occupying the enemy territory. And in order to occupy the
ground, the air must be controlled. And that means fighter attack planes must
have air supremacy. Now John Boyd, only a Captain but a Korea Era jet pilot,
happened to be the lead flight instructor at Nellis AFB, Nevada. It was like no
one could get on his tail in flight and gun him down nor could anyone avoid his
offensive tactics as well. He got them all. In fact, he was so committed and such
an ass about it that he faced court marshals, reprimands, Article 15s and all such
for his being the champion of close air combat. Let’s say he was focused on the
mission not the politics of officialdom. He also wrote the manual on air combat
that is still used by our fly boys. His equation, worked out later while he was an
O4 underutilized maintenance officer at Eglin AFB, is as important to combat
flight as E=MC2 to physics. P= [T-D/W] V keeps fighter pilots alive. Power to
climb, dive attack and live is Thrust minus Drag divided by Weight times Velocity.
All this can be read in greater detail in the book, “Boyd” by Robert Coram. Ye
ground pounders and dirt diggers help is above in more ways than one. In no
small way this book, “Boyd,” is conceptually similar to “MISSFIRE” by Orkand
and Duryea as presented to you in the May/June Saber where the Pentagon brass
ignored or didn’t even order testing of weapons before deployment and then got
all defensive when confronted with malfunctioning reality particularly from those
titans of leak gathering, The Washington Post and the New York Times.
Thanks for The Memories: Our fellow engineer, Thomas Sullivan came across
a stash of old Cavalairs. For those of us short on memory, Cavalair was the
newspaper of the Division back when you were in the Division. I can’t send
you all the separate links, but I am sure Thomas will send them to you as he did
to me. <tomjsull@aol.com> Oh, did I mention that each issue features a babe
wearing little clothing? Tom was in B Co during 69-70 if you are looking for him.
A Few Bucks for You? For those of you who kept your Thrift Savings Plan
after leaving service, you can transfer other retirement plan values into you TSP
including Roth, 401k, 403b, and 457’s as long as you have an existing TSP account. Why bother? Only because the TSP platforms have relatively low costs
spread over hundreds of thousands of plan participants. Thus, your individual
net yield is greater even if comparative plan earnings are identical. Make sense?

The Real Engineers Show Themselves

Love the T Shirt. and the Pimento Cheese Sandwiches

PRESENT ARMS!
Rick VanDurzen, Gary Ullom, Wayne Givens, Jeffery
Hof, John Garmong, Bruce Wagner, Carl Guerinoni,
Lynn Titus, William Grogan
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DIVISION DOINGS
Continued from pg. 11

headquarters, officials said Friday.
The building is decorated with flags, model tanks and the mascot of the 1st
Cavalry Division, Trigger. There are long corridors with gray walls, multiple
flights of stairs and what feels like a new office or room within every 10 steps.
The building has 16 conference rooms.
There are windows all throughout the building that allow for large amounts of
natural light which cuts down the cost of electricity for the building, said LTC
Chris Brautigam, the public affairs officer for the division.
The Combat Operations Intelligence Center is one of the biggest additions
from the renovations. The center allows the division to connect with all its units
from around the world and stay in contact with them. “It allows us in real time
to train how we would fight,” Brautigam said. All the various networks that are
in combat operations are connected through the center.
The ribbon cutting ceremony took place in front of the headquarters and
members of the 1st Cavalry Division, Veterans of the division and others were
present for the ceremony. The headquarters is “the oldest division HQs facility
in United States Forces Command,” according to a statement from the division.
It has been in operation since 1983.
Division commander, MG Paul T. Calvert, spoke at the ribbon cutting
ceremony and performed the ceremonial ribbon cutting.

1st Cavalry Division Hails, Farewell Leaders by SSG Kelsey Miller,

1st Cav Div Public Affairs
Troopers from across the 1st Cavalry Division gathered for a special patch and
retreat ceremony conducted May 31 on Cooper Field at Fort Hood. During the
ceremony, the First Team said farewell to BG Chris Norrie, deputy commanding general – maneuver, and COL Matthew Cody, division chief of staff, and
welcomed BG Brett Sylvia, incoming deputy commanding general – maneuver.
MG Paul Calvert, 1st Cav Div commanding general, hosted the ceremony and
began his remarks by bidding farewell to Norrie and Cody, and expressing his
excitement regarding the newest member of the team.
“Goodbyes are hard. They are especially difficult when you say goodbye to
key and essential members of the team who flat out made the organization better
every single day,” Calvert said. “While it saddens our hearts to lose these two
great leaders and Families, we are fired up and highly excited to welcome newly
promoted BG Sylvia and his Family to the First Team,” he added.
Norrie gave his departing speech first where he stated 10 of the most significant
things he learned during his time at the Great Place, which included thoughts
such as the importance of action, communication and fundamentals. He then
expressed his love for the Fort Hood community.
“I only hope that these thoughts are deserving of your presence this afternoon
and that they are representative of the rich dialogue we have enjoyed together as
part of the most lethal formation on planet earth, the 1st Cav Div,” Norrie said.
Cody spoke next. “It has been an honor and a privilege serving, once again,
in the most lethal division on the planet,” he said. “To MG Calvert, sir, thanks
again for providing steady leadership and a command climate of trust that allowed
combat readiness to flourish. Without compromise, you invested in leader development, the importance of relationships and balance with our Families.” He
closed with, “It is a great team, it is our team, and it is the First Team.”  
During the ceremony Calvert also welcomed the division’s new deputy commanding general – maneuver, by presenting Sylvia with a 1st Cav Div patch and
the traditional Calvary Stetson.
“We are getting a leader with immense talent, a man of character, and a Soldier
that has the drive, intellect and commitment to make a difference every day for
the betterment of the team.” Calvert said. “Thanks in advance for the difference
that I know you’re going to make in the formation.”
At the conclusion of the ceremony, Sylvia addressed the formation by saying,
“It is truly an honor to now be a part of America’s First Team. To the Troopers
and leaders of the division, there is no other division in our Army with the firepower and shock effect of this division.”
“I promise to give you my all as we continue to build the readiness and lethality
of this all-powerful division,” he added. “My Family and I are truly proud to
now be living the legend. First Team!”
Sylvia and his Family are not strangers to the Great Place. In his previous
assignment, he served as the III Corps and Fort Hood chief of staff.

Fort Gordon to Honor Augusta Soldier Killed in Afghanistan

by Sarah LeBlanc
Fort Gordon on Monday will memorialize a signal barracks building in honor
of Augusta-born Soldier Hilda Clayton,
who was the first combat documentation and production specialist killed in
Afghanistan.
SPC Clayton, who documented overseas missions, died in 2013 when a
mortar tube accidentally exploded during
a training exercise, killing her and four
Afghan National Army soldiers. Clayton
was attached to the 4th Armored Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division in
eastern Afghanistan. She deployed with
the unit from her home unit in Maryland,
the 55th Signal Company.
According to Military Review, the Army’s professional journal, Clayton was
working with an Afghan National Army
photojournalist to document the training.
Another photojournalist was also killed in the explosion.
Military Review said her efforts came at a critical time in the war when the
Afghan soldiers were assuming responsibility for military actions and partnership
was crucial. “Not only did Clayton help document activities aimed at shaping
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and strengthening the partnership, but she shared in the risk by participating in
the effort,” the journal stated.
The 22-year-old’s name is etched in the Wall of Heroes at the Defense Information School in Fort Meade, MD, where she trained to become a combat
camera Soldier. The Best Combat Camera Competition, which involves five
days of events to test technical skills of joint service combat camera personnel,
was named after her.
After her death, Clayton was awarded the Bronze Star Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, the Army Good Conduct Medal and the NATO Medal. Clayton
graduated from Westside High School in 2009 and majored in business studies
and cosmetology at Augusta Technical College.
In her memory, a plaque was also mounted at the entrance of the barracks off
Chamberlain Avenue.

LRRP RANGERS

Continued from pg. 14

1st Cav Troopers and destroy the artillery guns located there. E Co, 1-5 Cav,
commanded by CPT Mike Crutcher, was providing security for the firebase at
the time of the attack. CPT Crutcher would like to write an account of the battle
and would like to include mention of the LRRP/Ranger team that played a role
in warning the 1-5 Cav Troopers of the impending attack. The LRRP/Ranger
team was on patrol in the area at the time and observed the North Vietnamese
and Viet Cong soldiers moving into the ravines surrounding the firebase in
preparation for the attack. The team radioed CPT Crutcher and requested
permission to enter the 1-5 Cav’s perimeter before all hell broke loose. CPT
Crutcher feels that the actions of the team were an important part of the story
and he would like to reach out to the team members if they are still with us to
get any information they may have on the battle to include in the account. He
recalls that the LRRP/Rangers said “the NVA and VC soldiers were about 45
minutes behind us.” If you were on that team, or if you know who was, CPT
Crutcher would appreciate it if you would reach out to him. His email is as
follows: <Mcrutcher6797@comcast.net>.
Finally, I’m happy to report that our unit had a good turnout at the 1st Cav
Reunion in Killeen. Thirty-six (36) Veterans, plus wives/girlfriends, and adult
children attended, making it the second best attended Fort Hood reunion for our
unit. The 1987 reunion was the most attended there with 48 Veterans. Four
Veterans were first timers – Terry Cordle (1970-71), Stoutsville, OH; Ron Flynn
(1969), Slippery Rock, PA; John O’Neal (1970-71), Lake City, FL; and Jim
Weidlich (1968-69), Fort Myers, FL. Next year’s reunion will be at Louisville,
Kentucky. It too should have a good turnout since our unit had its best ever
turnout in 2006 with 64 Veterans at Louisville.
RANGERS LEAD THE WAY.

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS

1CDA supports four scholarships for qualified applicants:

ACTIVE DUTY SCHOLARSHIP

Soldier has to be a member of 1CDA & assigned to 1CD. This grant is
offered to the Soldier and spouse.

FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS
100% Offered to the child/children of 1CDA members with a 100%
disability rating, that were assigned to 1CD.

KIA To be used by child/children of Troopers killed in action while
assigned to 1CD.

IA DRANG SCHOLARSHIP

Exclusive to the children & grandchildren of the Veterans who were
involved in the battles of the Ia Drang Valley during 3-19 Nov 1965.

SUPPORT THE FUTURE, DONATE TODAY!
NOT availabe online
BY MAKING A SCHOLARSHIP DONATION, YOUR NAME WILL
APPEAR UNDER HONOR ROLL ON PAGE 23.

Active Duty
$_________

Foundation
$_________		

Form of Payment:
Cash
Check Enclosed

Ia Drang
$_________
Credit Card

Credit Card # ________________________________________
Exp Date: _______ CVV on back: ______ Total Amt: ________
Name on Card:
Signature
Phone #
MAIL TO:
		

1st Cavalry Division Association
302 N. Main St. Copperas Cove, TX 76522

All scholarships of the 1CDA are tax-exempt charitable organizations described in
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and all donations are tax deductible.
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HQ a nd Spe c i a l Tro o p s N ew s
Ron Killingsworth

10329 Caddo Lake Rd
Mooringsport, LA 71060-9057
(318) 426-3654
retmiagt@gmail.com

Greetings Troopers from NW
Louisiana where it has been very
wet and stormy. We have not been
as hard hit as areas in OK and AR.
The 72nd reunion is in the history
books and was a great success with 800 plus old Soldiers and Families attending.
If you were not there, you missed a good one.
In my last column I had many of the branch insignias across the top of the
column. In case you had trouble identifying them, get out your May/June Saber
and here are the names of the branches: 1st row- left to right: Adjutant General, Finance, Civil Affairs, Cyber Ops, Electronic Warfare, Army Music, Judge
Advocate General. 2nd row- Psychological Operations, Transportation, Military
Intelligence, Public Affairs, Quartermaster, Transportation, Ordnance Corps.
Insignia above: Chaplain, Chemical and Signal
I had a call from a Trooper in CA who pointed out that I had left the signal
corps out of the branch insignias in the last Saber. Of course, I can’t remember
his name, but I have placed the last insignias of combat support above. Troopers
of other branches have their own column in the Saber. If you served in the Cav
in any of these branches, this column may be your voice in the Saber. I would
really like to hear from you. It is your column! Let’s keep it going.
As space allows, I will provide some information on each of the branches.
U.S. Army Cyber Branch (Source – Wikipedia.org) “Cyber branch is the newest
branch of the U.S. Army. It is described as ‘a maneuver branch with the mission
to conduct defensive and offensive cyberspace operations.’ Cyber is the only
branch designed to directly engage threats within the cyberspace domain. It was
established on 1 Sep 2014 by then Secretary of the Army, John McHough. The
home station for cyber command is Fort George G. Meade, MD. The motto is
‘Defend, Attack, Exploit.’ U.S. Army Cyber Command was created in mid-2009 at
the National Security Agency headquarters. On 18 August 2017, it was announced
that USCYBERCOM would be elevated to the status of a full and independent
unified combatant command and this was implemented on 4 May 2018.”
The 72nd 1st Cavalry Division Association (CDA) reunion celebrating the 75th
anniversary of the association was a great success and well attended. Sue and
I had a great time and enjoyed renewing old friendships and making new ones.
If you have never attended a reunion, you have missed a lot of fun and a lot of
healing. The division put on a great show for us with displays of equipment at the
Cav museum and a fantastic “Spirit of the Cav” show at the division headquarters.
We were also present for the grand re-opening of the renovated division headquarters. There were plenty of activities on post to take part in and visits to the active
duty units. The “war lunches,” “unit lunches” and the banquet on Saturday night
were all well attended and great fun. Those attending the HQ and Special Troops
luncheon on Saturday were: Heather and Steven Hammond of Seymour, TN, 13th
Signal Btn; Mike Waluatne of Spring Lake Park, MN, 15th Admin Co; Ken Leach
of Blaine, MN, guest; Doug Johnston of New Cumberland, PA, 545th MP; Wanda
and Tom Guinn of Duncanville, TX, HHC 2nd Bde; Reuben Moore of Daytona
Beach, FL, Hq & Hq Btn (HHBN), active duty; Tasha Lowery, Blackstone, VA,
HHBN, active duty; Cathy and Robert Adkins of Ormond Beach, FL & OH,
HHC 15th(?); Cathie and David Lutgen of Fargo, ND, HHC 15th Admin-Finance;
Russell Lane of Temple, TX, HHBN, active duty; Gail (Chappy) Porter of Port
Orchard, WA, HHD 27th MSB; Jeremy Bolton of Paris, TX, HHBN, active duty;
Philip T. Sparks of Martinsville, VA, “multiple”; Michael Vuolo, Middle Village,
NY, 15th S&S Btn; Sue and Ron Killingsworth of Mooringsport, LA, 191st MI
and 312th MI; Sue and Jim Burn of Greenwood, IN, Co B 15th TC Btn; Tiffany
Dowers of Cincinnati, OH, HHBN, active duty; Christopher Hattaway of Fort
Worth, TX, HHBN, active duty; David Torres of Monterey, CA, HHBN, active
duty; Bryan Valenzuela of Schulenburg, TX, HHBN, active duty; William C. Rizi
of Tampa, FL, Co A 13th Signal Btn; Neal C. Whetsel, Knoxville, TN, 15th S&S
Btn; William S. Lee of Reynolds, GA, 371st RRU; Wilmer Vega of Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico, HHBN, active duty; Dennis Webster of Copperas Cove, TX, HHC
1CD; and Ron Chastain of Conway, AR, 39th BCT (AR NG). If your name is
misspelled, I did the best I could – even with Sue’s help! Hope to see more of
you at the reunion in 2020 in Louisville, KY.
William Lee of the 371st RRU and I were honored to meet with CPT Shela A.
Holder, Commander of Co D (Dagger), 91st Eng Btn, 1st ABCT, and CPT Jessica
M. Zentuer, Commander of Co D (Deception), 8th Eng Btn, 2nd ABCT. Dagger
company inherited the honors (quite extensive) of the old 371st RRU (ASA) and
Deception company inherited the honors of the old 191st MI (also impressive).
While active, the 312th MI Bn, 1st Cav Div, what is now Dagger company was
A Co of the 312th MI and Deception company was B Co of the 312th. It was a
privilege to meet these young company commanders and discuss the history of
their units with them.

JULY/AUGUST 2019

I also visited with the fine
Troopers in the S-2 shop of the 1st
ABCT Bde and of the 2nd ABCT
Bde headquarters, and I met
the S-2 of each unit and talked
with a couple of fine Warrant
Officers. I talk with MSG Stephanie Slater, the Brigade’s senior
intelligence chief in the S-2 shop
of the 2nd Brigade, by email. We
exchanged a little info about the
past and current activities and
the duties of Counterintelligence
CPT Zentuer (Deception), Bill Lee (371st
Agents. MSG Slater is departing
RUU), CPT Holder (Dagger)
soon for the Sergeant’s Major
Academy and we all wish her the best in her future assignments. I visited the
Military Clothing at Fort Hood and was blown away at all the patches, unit crest
and insignias on display. Sue and I shopped in the massive PX – much like a
“Super Walmart” but more military. It is certainly a huge place, not even counting all the small shops and dining places that fill the halls and surrounding area.
I received a couple of emails from Tony Zammerrelli about his tour with the
Cav in Vietnam. Tony is trying to locate some of the Troopers who served in
his unit during the period Jun 68 to Jun 69. Tony wrote: “I first landed in Bien
Hoa, then we went to Camp Evans for the Cav’s three-day orientation. It was
quite the experience when the targets fought back! I then flew to An Khe where
the great Hong Kong mountain is located with a big 1st Cav patch painted on
one side. Those mountains housed several hundred tunnels and it was inside the
perimeter. This was also home for Headquarters 1st Cav Div. When we landed
the gunner said, ‘welcome to the golf course.’ I was amazed there was a golf
course until he informed us it really was not a golf course. They named it that
because it has a lot of holes from the rockets and mortars which hit every day
and night. I was assigned to 15th Admin Co. My first job was sending death
notices to our fallen brother’s families. That was a depressing job, but someone
had to do it. I later made friends with this kid from NY who was the Asst. Manager for the NCO clubs. The manager was SFC Ray. When my friend rotated,
SFC Ray had me detailed to the Club system. I made a lot of friends, but I do
not remember most of their names, except for a few. There was SSG William
Keller, a cook named Robert, Bill Kholer who was from Corpus Christi, Texas,
and an MP who’s name I believe was Shoemaker. We moved to Bein Hoa in the
May time period. I was in Vietnam from June 1968 to June 1969. A lot of crazy
things happened during that time. The scariest one was when the VC tried to
overrun our base camp before Thanksgiving of 68. Luckily, they failed but we
did have causalities. If any of these rings a bell please contact me, <tonyzamm@
twc.com>.” Tony Zammerrelli
Thanks Tony, and I hope you hear from some members of the 15th Admin who
served during the same period in Vietnam.
I also had an email from MG (Ret) Ron Chastain who commanded the 39th
BCT of the AR National Guard and other units of the 1st Cav while assigned to
OIF-II in Iraq. His units were in Iraq from Mar 2004 to Mar 2005. Ron wrote:
“The 39th Enhanced Separate Brigade (Light) of the Arkansas Army National
Guard was attached to the 1Cav Div during Operation Iraqi Freedom-II. The
39th mobilized 12 Oct 03 and moved to Ft Hood on 28 Oct 03 for mobilization
training under 5th Army. At Ft Hood, the 39th transitioned to a motorized, digital
force. In addition, the 39th was augmented by the 2-162 Infantry from OR, an
artillery battery from RI, a transportation company and a maintenance company
from NM, a signal company from PA, two infantry platoons from NY, an infantry
platoon from CT, and individual military intelligence Soldiers from CA and MD.
The 1st Cav Div detached 2-7 Cav to the 39th to provide armor. The 39th’s 1-153
Infantry was detached to 3-1CD. Also, the 39th’s F/202 ADA was detached to
DIVARTY. Before deploying, the 39th conducted its Mission Rehearsal Exercise
at Ft Polk’s Joint Readiness Training Center. The 39th arrived in Iraq in late March
of 2004, right after the Abu Ghurayb prison abuse was revealed. The 39th Area of
Operation included northeast Baghdad and the rural area to the north. Located at
Camp Taji were the 39th HQ, 2-7 Cav, 1-206 FA, 39th Support Bn, E-151 Cav, 239th
Engineers, 239th MI, and A/28 Signal. 2-162 Inf was in Rusafa, while the 3-153
Inf was in Adhamiyah. The 39th conducted a transfer of authority with 1/1AD on
24Apr04. After conducting full spectrum operations, the 39th redeployed in Mar
05 and demobilized at Ft Sill.”
General (Ret) Chastain served in many different assignments, active and National Guard, during his 38 years of military service. In addition to his command
of the 39th Infantry Brigade (AR National Guard) and the 39th Brigade Combat
Team with the Cav in Iraq, he also served as Chief of Staff, United States Forces
in Korea, as the Adjutant General of the AR National Guard and as Deputy CG of
the Army National Guard, US Forces Command, Fort McPherson, GA. Thanks,
Ron, for your many years of service and for that great summary of your command
in Iraq. Welcome to the Association and we hope to see you at future reunions.
I wish I had taken more time to talk with you at the reunion. Perhaps some of
the members of the units under your command will read your comments and get
in touch. You can contact Ron at this email <chastain.rs@conwaycorp.net>.
Well, Troopers and families,
that is a wrap for this time. Sue
and I send our greetings and
would like to meet you at a reunion. Start planning now for
2020 in KY! Meantime, keep
your powder dry, watch your
back, and may God bless you and
your family, the U.S. Army, the
great Troopers of the 1st Cav Div
and our nation, the great USofA.
Hope you enjoyed a wonderful
Independence Day celebration.
HQ and Special Troops
Luncheon

saber
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Thank you for the generous donations from our following Troopers:

D O N AT I O N S U P T O $ 2 5
SFC ABRAHAM, Richard L.
In Memory of D Co. 229th AVN Batt, L.Z. Sharon and
L.Z. Dav Tiang 68-69 Cobra-Guns.
LTC BEAHM, Richard
SP-4 BLANKENSHIP, Thomas E.
E-4 BOGGESS, Heinrich J.
CPT (RET) BROSNAN, Patrick
In Memory of Lost Souls
CPT (RET) BROSNAN, Patrick
In Memory of George M. Shannon
SP-4 BROWN, James J.
In Memory of D/57 Members
LTC (RET) CARR, Glenn P.
In Memory of COL John D. Bergman CO 1/13 Armor
SSG CLAYPOOL, Harvey G.
In Memory of SSGT Timothy V. Harper
CPT COUSER, William G.
In Memory of CPT Donald Barton 15th MED
E-5 DAVIS, Doyle
2LT DEAL, Dennis
In Memory of PFC Claudell Gandy. Recon, 1/7 CAV,
KIA 5/6/1966 in Bong Son on his very first day InCountry. I so regret we were never able to have our
get-acquainted coffee later that day. I’ll never forget
your death or the outrageous timing of it. Salute,
Soldier!

SP-4 DEAN, Lawrence
E-4 ELDER, Kevin J.
MSG (RET) ENGLISH, Joseph L.
In Memory of All 1st CAV fallen Troops
PFC EYER, Robert J.
SP-6 FROSCH, Joseph B.
MSG GRADY, John C Jr.
CPT HALL, Sanci
SP-5 JACKSON, Whitney T.
PSG JARAMILLO, Raul
E-5 KINES, Wade K
SSG KIRKLEY, Edward V.
1SG (RET) LAFFERTY, Frank
1SG (RET) LAFFERTY, Frank
In Memory of Ronald Holt, A 2/7 KIA 10 May 1970
SGT LICAVOLI, John D.
SGT LYLES, John G.
In Memory of LTC Bill Anton
SP-5 LYNCH, Kermite R.
1SG (RET) MAZZOLA, Joseph J.

FIRST TEAM!

D O N AT I O N S $ 2 6 - $ 5 0
SGT ADLER, Paul
PVT BAKER, Thomas E.
In Memory of Donnie L. Baker
MOUNTAIN STATE COUNCIL OF THE BLIND,
INC
In Memory of SFC Scott Vittorio
SP-4 BROWN, James J.
In Memory of George Maltbie
COL (RET) CHITTENDEN
In Memory of Major Bussell Tully

SP-5 GASTON, Hillary Sr.
CPT HALL, Sanci
LTC HAMILTON, William A
SGT HERNANDEZ, Faustino Jr.
SGT HULETT, Gary
1SG (RET) LAFFERTY, Frank
SGT LICAVOLI, John D.
1LT McCARL, Terry

D O N AT I O N S $ 5 1 - $ 1 0 0

SGT ARNOLD, James F.
In Memory of CPL Oronzo Gemmati 6 April 68
SSG CORBUTT, Tom
SGT GAILFOIL, John R. Sr.
In Memory of Gerald Chip Rumble
SGT GAILFOIL, John R. Sr.
In Memory of Robert Johnson
SP-4 GIAQUINTO, Frank A

ORLANDO HAMCATION
SGT HENRY, A.C.
In Honor of 1st Cav Troopers past and present
SP-4 LARGE, Timothy R.
PSG (RET) PALMER, Leslie L.
In Memory of PFC William Henry White, A Battery
1st Battalion, 30th FA, who was killed in action 23 July
1968, Danang, Biah Province, Republic of Vietnam.

COL (RET) BARRETT, Frederick T.
MR. & MRS. CHRISTENSON, Kenn and Michelle
MR. JONES, Ralph
Anonymous Battle/March 26, 1970, F.S.B. Jay/March
29,1970 and F.S.B. Illingworth/April 1, 1970

D O N AT I O N S $ 1 0 1 - $ 5 0 0
LRRP/RANGER ASSN of the Vietnam War
COL (RET) MARM, Walter J.
SHERIDAN’S CAVALRY CHAPTER
In Memory of John Crowden, Past President
Sheridan’s Cavalry Chapter, 7th & 2/5 Cavlary ROK,
1/12 Cavalry Vietnam 1965-1966.

PFC MEYER, Charles
DR. MINTZ, Milton
CPL MONROE, Gene S. Sr.
E-5 MONTAGNO, Randolph
SP-4 MONTECINO, Mario
CPT MORENO, Daniel A.
MRS. MULLINS, Tina
In Memory of Robert G. Mullins
CPL NYLAN, Henry
In Memory of CPT David Decker
SP-4 OBETTS, Phil Jr.
MR. O’NEAL, John W.
SP-4 OSBORNE, Major M.
MAJ (RET) RICKS, Ned
COL (RET) LANGFORD, Ollie L.
In Memory of SFC Robie Garland
SP-4 JACKSON, Daniel K.
In Memory of D Co. 15T.C 67-68
1LT OPIE, Robert S.
CW2 RUSS, Brian J.
SGT SHEEHE, Timothy J.
In Memory of A 2/5
SGT SPRANZA, John S.
In Memory of SSG Robert L. Kirby (RIP)
SGT WEIDLICH, James F.
SGT WEINS, Richard B.

COL (RET) McGill, William D.II
SGT OLLE, Lawrence E.
In Memory of PFC Daniel Patrick
SGT SILVER, Royal
In Memory of Lawrence Kennan (Larry)
MAJ (RET) STOTSKI, Joseph
In Memory of those who served at Quan Loi 1969
CPT WILSON, William W.
In Memory of Stewart Tweedy
SP-4 WRIGHT, Tom

SGT RAMOS, Carlos
In Memory of SGT Wallace Peters
CPL RUMBLE, Blair C.
COL (RET) SMOLINSKI, Donald R.
In Memory of John Crowden, Past President,
Sheridan’s Cavalry Chapter

1SG (RET) SPARKS, Philip T.
In Memory of (RET) 1SG Barry James Minter
(Deceased 2014)

D O N AT I O N S O V E R $ 1 0 0 0
NELSON, Dale and Ed Charitable Fund
In Honor of C 1-7

The First Team Family Cares!
Thank you everyone for your generosity!

Editor Note:
Honor Roll privileges are given to members who make a $25 or more D Trooper donation, donation to the Association, or scholarship donations to
the IaDrang or the Foundation. Honor Roll privileges do not include calendar donations nor Saber renewals.

IaDrang & Foundation are both a tax exempt 501(c)(3) non-profit organization in accordance with
the IRS under section 501(c)(3), Charitable Organizations, Code Section 170.

ARE YOU AN AMAZON SHOPPER?
Then please consider AmazonSmile, This a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as

Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of
eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice. We ask you to please set up your Amazon account to support Foundation of
the 1st Cavalry Division Association. Every item available for purchase on www.amazon.com is also available on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) at the same price. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. For more
information about the AmazonSmile program, go to <http://smile.amazon.com/about>.
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Birthday Wishes
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ORDER OF THE GOLD SPUR GARRYOWEN RECIPIENTS

to the Roaring 20’s Birthday Babies!!
ROBERT A. YOUNG JR.
turns 95 on 7/02/2019

GLENN F. DOHRMANN
turns 93 on 7/18/2019

PASQUALE R. DI MATTIO
turns 94 on 7/04/2019

DONALD D. CLARK
turns 93 on 7/27/2019

LONNIE M. DAVIDSON
turns 96 on 7/06/2019

SIDNEY L. PAFFORD
turns 92 on 7/29/2019

EDMOND A. PINAULT
turns 94 on 7/09/2019

ALGIN J. HUGHES
turns 99 on 8/11/2019

JAY F. HIDANO
turns 92 on 7/11/2019

GEORGE G. TUCKER JR.
turns 92 on 8/11/2019
MICHAS M. OHNSTAD
turns 93 on 8/14/2019

Robert Wellmaker

ROY E. STONE
turns 92 on 8/15/2019
ROBERT SKOLE
turns 91 on 8/23/2019
BILLIE P. NORRIS
turns 92 on 8/26/2019
JAMES L. HOLMER
turns 93 on 8/31/2019

Happy Birthday to these young Troopers!

72nd 1CDA
Annual Reunion
Killeen, TX

Send your Reunion photos to Programs@1CDA.org

SGT James Loman

